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In the Name of Alldh
the Most Gracious, the Most merciful

"0 you who believe! Raise not your voices
above the voice of the Prophet (), nor speak
aloud to him in talk as you speak aloud to one

another, lest your deeds should be rendered

fruitless while you perceive not" (49:2).
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Publishers Note

All the praises and thanks are due to Allah, the Rubb of the
worlds, and may Allah exalt the mention of the Prophet
Muhammad, the chosen, the trustworthy, and the mention of his
Household and all of his Companions.

Islam i1s the greatest favor of Allah with which He has
distinguished the mankind and Jinn. It is only a Deen which
Allah made the last of all religions. He says:
%.. .“) \..M_)_jks-ﬁ-:-i} '—}r'I_,“(.. r‘gﬂfrﬂiﬁ
[¥:sa5Ldi]
“Today, Ihave completed your deen for you, and perfected
my favor upon you, and accepted Islam as a deen for you.”
(5:3)

He also said:

-~ i =R b e . s P e
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam. It will
never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be
one of the losers.” (3;85)

Hence, It is the duty of every Muslim to value this divine favor
by adhering to it. This could not be accomplished without
understanding all the aspects of the religion which should be
based on the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

It 1s for this reason we have chosen this book, “Islamic Etiquette”
a part from the well accepted work “Minhdj-ul-Muslim” or “The
Way of the Muslim™ by Shaikh Abu Bakr Al-Jazairi. Shaikh is a
well-known Islamic scholar and the presently orator in the
mosque of the Prophet 5. By the grace and mercy of Allah,
Darussalam has published its original Arabic edition and also its
Urdu translation. [t is our stream desire to publish complete this
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entire work in the English language and work 1s being in
processing. | ask Allah to help us and support in this project. As
a first attempt we are going to publish one of the most important
chapter about the Islamic Etiquette.

This work. is rather abasic work and we have tried to keep that
simplicity and easy to follow style of presenting logically. There
are so many footnotes in original book about the authenticity of
the Ahadith, but we have added very little. Shaikh Abu Bakr has
pointed out the right way for the Muslims to adopt and remain
careful about the Islamic Etiquette.

I am very thankful and ask Allah to reward Br, Jamaal Zarabozo,
who has rendered it into a very simple and eloquent English,
intelligible to all. T am also thankful to all the staff members of
Darussalam, especially Mr. Saeeduddin, who have exerted their
best efforts in bringing out the book. The publisher will
appreciate views of the readers about the book.

Abdul Malik Mujahid
General Manager
Darussalam



Translators Introduction

All praises are due to Alldh. We praise Him, and seek His Help,
and ask for His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the
evil in our souls and from our sinful deeds. Whoever Allah
guides, no one can mislead. And whoever Allah misguides, no
one can guide. I bear witness that there is no one worthy of
worship except Allah. And 1 bear witness that Muhammad is His
slave and Messenger. O believers, have Tagwa [fear] of Allah
according to His right and die not save as Muslims. O mankind,
have Tagwa of your Lord, the One who created you from one
soul and created from it its mate and from them spread many
men and women. And fear Alldh from whom you demand your
mutual rights and [do not cut] familial relations. Surely, Allah is
Ever an All-Watcher over you. O believers, have Tagwa of Allah
and always speak the truth. He will direct you to do righteous
deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys
Allah and His Messenger has indeed achieved a great
achievement. To proceed:

This translation is a portion of Abu Bakr Al-Jazairi’s well-known
and well accepted work Minhdj-ul-Muslim, or “The Way of the
Muslim.” Al-Jazairi’s book is well-known for both its
completeness and its simplicity. It covers all of the aspects of the
religion in one easy to read volume. It is the intent of Darussalam
Publishers to translate the entire work into English. I ask Allah to
help them and support them in this project.

This work is rather a basic work. The translator has tried to keep
that simplicity. For this reason, very little footnotes have been
added of a Figh nature. Differences of opinion in Figh are quite
common but this is not the type of work for such discussions.
But it should be noted that many of the aspects that the author
mentions in this book are more related to customs of a particular
time and place and cannot be considered as strict Shari‘ah rules.
For example, Al-Jazairi wrote concerning the etiquette of eating:
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“He should not look at his companions while he is eating. He
should not watch them, such that they may become shy because
of him. Instead, he should lower his gaze to the food that is
around him. He should not look at them as this might harm them
and may make them mad, in which case he would be sinful.”

He is stating something that is considered polite etiquette in some
cultures. However, 1t 1s not an act that 1s either sanctioned or
prohibited by the Shari‘ah. Hence, it cannot be said that this passage
applies to all Muslims and all cultures.

The original Arabic editions of this work have provided
footnotes that state the sources of the Hadith. Unfortunately, it
has been found that these footnotes are greatly unreliable. This is
truly a travesty — especially for a book that is so widely
accepted. The original footnotes have been provided in the
translation. However, the translator has taken it upon himself to
verify the references the author has used. Therefore, in the
footnotes, one may find a large amount of material that has been
added by the translator. The translator considers this additional
information a matter of necessity that cannot be done without.

Finally, I ask Allah to reward Br. Abdul Malik Mujahid and the
staff at Darussalam for their willingness to undertake this project.
[ also would like to express my thanks to my dear wife for all of
her support and help. We ask Allah to make this a work that was
done solely for His sake and to include it among the deeds that
He is pleased with on the Day of Judgment.

Br. Jamaal Zarabozo
January 31, 1997
Ramadan 22, 1417
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Efiquette Related to Intention 11

Part One
Etiquette Related to Intention

A Muslim believes in the great importance of intention and its
importance for the remainder of his deeds, both of this world
and the Hereafter. This is so because all deeds are based on
intention. Due to it, the deed is strengthened or weakened.
Depending on the intention, the deed is either valid or void.
This belief of the Muslim, concerning the necessity of intention
for every deed and the obligation to make the intention proper,
1s based first of all on Alldh’s Words:

[o:idl] €GBl hXzN) 70T ¥

“And they were commanded not but that they should
worship Alldh and worship none but Him Alone
(abstaining from ascribing partners to Him).” (98:5)

Allah & has also said;
[VV: ] OS2 SIS T8 5 5%

“Say (O Muhammad #): ‘Verﬂy, [ am commanded to
worship Allah (Alone) by obeying Him and doing religious
deeds sincerely for His sake only.”” (39:11).

This belief 1s also based on Alldh’s Messenger’s words;
S g o R cEr P T %
(3 b sl IS5 ol JEsNT D

“Verily, all actions are but driven by intention and for

evervone 1s what he intended.” (Al-Bukhdari and Muslim)
Alle‘ih’s Messenger £ also said:

}-L T‘ Jh.-.r L-:-ll'- i.ﬁ_inyhﬂ ;‘SJ}J \_,J‘ J.-lﬂ--i Y ‘J.ﬂ Siﬂ
“(._s:Jm.l;‘\
“Certainly, Alldh does not look at your shapes or wealth.

But He only looks atyour hearts and deeds.” (Al-Bukhari
and Muslim)



Etiquette Related to Intention 12

Looking at the hearts is looking at the intentions, for it is the
intention that is the driving and motivating force behind the deed.
Allah’s Messenger # also said:

22 e Gl sy
“He, who seriously considered doing a good deed but did not
do it, will have one good deed recorded for him.” (Muslim)

Just seriously considering for a good deed is a good deed itself
by which one earns reward. This is due to the virtuousness of
having a proper intention. Allah's Messenger # also said:

aolsy Jasg 7 VG5 Gle (o35 T s 2T
&FLJM&W}"TLnJ.JJmelJuTJJ 5 s (b
B hdg 5 ale oy dr VG 0 m_;ma-ufr*fu_;u’é
o Ge Jaks K8 Bl 0T L T BT s O (U
MJ;...,JJ}J&

“There are four types of people: one is a man whom Alldh
has given knowledge and wealth. He acts with respect to his
wealth based on his knowledge. Another person says that if
Allah had given him similar to what He gave the first man,
he would have acted in the same fashion. The reward for
both of them will be the same. A third person is one, whom
Allah gives wealth but He does not give knowledge.
Therefore, he spends his money according to his desire,
Another man says that if Alldh had given him, what He had
given that person, he would have acted in the same manner.
These two will have the same burden upon.them.” (/bn
Majah with a good chain)

Yy

The one who has a pious intention 1s rewarded for a good deed and
the one who has an evil intention will bear its burden just like the
one who did an impious deed. All of that is due to intention alone.
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At the Battle of Tabook, Alldh’s Messenger = said:

e

Vi U B G 35 Y5 sl 5 ki b L i @.}uﬁuiw
a5 ol G 341 s Ol Ny s G2l
30 Ages O Sal Jpts U iF A0 J,._u M.J...JLJ

(b 1)5 o

“There are people concerning whom you dD not tra'vel any

distance, nor do you spend anything, nor do you pass any

valley but they are with you in that matter.” The people

said, “How 1is that?” He said, “They have been restrained

due to some excuse, but they are with us because of the
good intention.” (Al-Bukhdri and Abu Dawid)

Good intention is what makes the non-combatant equal in reward
to the combatant. It is what makes the non-Mujahid receive a

reward like that of a Mujahid.

Alldah’s Messenger # has also said:

Ay
<
T
&.
[

-

“If two Muslims meet each other with their swords, then both

;‘:LT.JL; S0 Lgin, ol JE B
i’ji (:j','dq \_}UL@JL}JLAJ‘ 1.1..:‘-'3 I"U“ J‘,._AJJ

the killer and the killed will be in the Hell-fire.” Someone
said, “O Allah’s Messenger #, that 1s the case for the killer but
why should that be the case for the killed?” He answered,
“Because he wanted to kill his companion.” (Al-Bukhdri and
Muslim)

The impious intention and evil desire have made both fighters equal
in deserving the Hell-fire. If the killed did not have that evil

imtention, he would have been from the inhabitants of Paradise.

In another Hadirh, Allah’s Messenger # states;

g iR A AT AL, NI Ealll S B R e e PR
L_g,:_a:—: '.:II _,q.ﬁJ I-.l._l_.b_‘._}'l.)ll L;,#_g k,.::l1_) gUL n;-bi ‘_}‘,JHE L:,'i":_. I.:“’f ;1-‘”
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(5, 5o beliad
“The one who marries based on a dower that he has no
intention of paying is, in fact, a fornicator. And one, who
takes a loan that he has no intention of repaying is, in fact,
a thief.” (Ahmad and Ibn Mdjah)

Therefore, an evil intention can transform a permissible deed into a
forbidden one. It can also change a deed that is free from any harm
into a harmful deed.

All of the above emphasize what a Muslim believes concerning the
seriousness of intention and its extreme importance. Therefore, he
bases all of his deeds upon a pious intention. He also strives his best
not to perform any deed without an intention or with an impure
intention. The intention is the soul of the deed and its value. The
deed is sound if the intention is sound and the deed is wicked if the
intention is wicked. The one who performs deeds without intention
is doing so out of the disdainful show and presence.

Furthermore, a Muslim believes that intention is an essential
component of deeds and a condition for the validity of the deed.
He also knows that the intention is not simply the statement of
the tongue, “O Allah, Iintend such and such...” nor is it simply a
thought in the mind. Instead, it is the driving force in the heart
towards a deed that is in accord with a sound goal of bringing
about benefit or repelling harm, presently or in the future. It is
also the will that directs a person to perform a deed for the sake
of Allah and to fulfill His Commands.

A Muslim, therefore, also believes that a permissible act can may
become an act of obedience, worthy of reward and recompense.
At the same time, an act of obedience, if itis void of a pious
intention, becomes an act of disobedience worthy of punishment
and burden. He also does not believe that an act of disobedience
can be changed into an act of obedience simply due to a good
intention. For example, the one who backbites a person just to
make another person feel better has disobeyed Allih and has
committed a sin. His “good intention™ will not benefit him at all
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in consideration with Alldh. Similarly, the one who builds a
mosque with money from prohibited sources., will not be
rewarded. One who attends singing and dancing parties or who
purchases raffle tickets to support good purposes or for the sake
of Jihdd, is a sinner and will bear the burden of his sin, instead of
being rewarded for what he has done. Similarly, anyone who
builds a dome over the grave of a pious person, slaughters an
animal on his behalf or makes an oath on his behalf, all in the
name of having love for the pious people, is disobeying Allah
and earning a sin for what he has done. This is done even if, in
his eyes, he had a pious intention. A deed is not transformed by a
pious intention into an act of obedience unless it was something
permissible in the Shari‘ah in the first place. As for a forbidden
act, 1t mnever becomes an act of obedience under any
circumstances whatsoever.
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Part Two
Etiquette and Behavior towards Allah

A Muslim thanks about the countless blessings that Allah has
bestowed upon him. He considers the numerous bounties that
Alldh has given him from the time that he was a “drop of fluid”
in his mother’s womb. The bounties continue until he meets His
Lord. Therefore, a Muslim must thank Allah for these bounties
with his tongue, by praising Him and extolling Him in a proper
manner. He must also thank Him with his limbs by using them in
obedience to Him. This is how he should behave towards Allah.
Obviously, it is never considered proper etiquette to be ungrateful
for bounties one has received or to reject the bounties of the One
Who gives. One also should never deny the goodness and
bounties he has received. Allah has said in the Qur’an:

-~ - -

[oY: |=Ji] ﬁdu'lu._omua

“And whatever blessing or good thing you have, it is from
Allah.” (16:33)

Alldh g% also says:

[Y: ol ] G2 AZLE%505)

“And He gave you of all that you asked for, and if you
count the Blessings of Allah, never will you be able to
count them.” (14:34)

Another Verse states:
[Vov:s,a)] £oyidayyyieait 8ot p

“Therefore remember Me [by prayer and glorification], I
will remember you. Be grateful to Me and never be
ungrateful to Me.” (2:152)

A Muslim thinks about Alldh’s Knowledge and the fact that He is
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watching everything that he does under any circumstances. The
Muslim’s ‘heart then becomes filled with awe, respect and
veneration for Allah. He becomes shy and embarrassed to disobey
Him. He will be too shy to go against His Commands and disobey
Him. This is how he should behave towards Allah. Obviously. it is
not proper etiquette at all for aslave to go against his master by
disobeying him or by treating him with evil and disrespect while
his master is witnessing and watching him. Allah has said:
[VE-1T: i KO0 SGE 555 ol s ¥ K316 ¥
“What is the matter with you, that [you fear not Allah (His
punishment), and] you hope not for reward (from Alldh or
you believe not in His Oneness). While He has created you

in (different) stages [i.e. first Nutfah, then Alagah and then
Mudghah.” (71:13,14)

Allah 2= also says:
[V4: Jedi] égﬂiﬁju}ﬂupqﬁ%

“And Allih knows what you conceal and what you reveal.”
(16:19)

And yet another Verse states:
'-E} | P A T  F “'I’/.r* ‘E.{},,,
]L-_‘:’-...—:\J' ‘}-D-GLT‘U)LO—HY_,U“J"L)‘L‘JL-‘L‘JQ L-;L-LQ'LU
= prrr C e & » (s
‘:'IIJaJ"_)yI'\J*U-"JLL-‘g‘ L,:—:J_J:..ub_;a._._'ig).‘:..m:it ¥

[V up] €050

“Neither you (O Muhammad %) do any deed nor recite any
portion of the Qur’dn nor you (O mankind) do any deed
(good or evil), but We are Witness thereof, when vou are
doing it. And nothing is hidden from your Lord (so much as)
the weight of an atom (or small ant) on the earth or in the
heaven.” (10:61)
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A Muslim also ponders over Alldh’s Power and Control over
him, how his forelock is in the Hand of Allah. He knows that
there is no escape or fleeing from Him. There is no refuge or
shelter except i1n Alldh Himself. Therefore, the Muslim flees
to Allah and throws himself before Him. He leaves his affairs
with Allah and puts his trust in Him. This is how he should
behave with respect to his Lord and Creator.

[t 1s not proper etiquette whatsoever o flee from One from
Whom there 1s no fleeing. Nor is it proper to rely upon one who
has no power. Nor should one put his trust in one having no
power or ability. Alldh has said:
[07:5,0] UL 0000 Y a6 . Cd
“There is not a moving (living) creature but He has grasp
of 1ts forelock.” (11:56)
Alldh 3= also says:
; : # {y.{n.f/-:"‘“‘:‘{z e
[o0 1ol ] €onnh a5l Y157 %
“So flee to Alldh. (from His Torment to His Mercy —
Islamic Monotheism). Verily, I (Muhammad #) am a plain
warner to you from Him.” (51:50)
Alldh & says: )
- A R deh s AT A
[y ssalll] €lasadh 257 0| 63 415 3
“Put your trust in Alléh if you are believers indeed.” (5:23)

A Muslim also considers how generous and compassionate Alldh
has been to him in all of his affairs. He considers Alldh’s Mercy
upon him and upon all of His creation. He desires to have more
of that mercy. He then humbles himself to Allih with sincere
humility and supplications. He seeks a means of approach to
Allah with the best of speech and good deeds. This is how he
should behave towards his Lord Allah. It is not a proper behavior
whatsoever to despair of receiving more of His Mercy which
encompasses everything, Nor should one despair of receiving
more of His Goodness that encompasses all living creatures and
His Generosity that is for all existence. Certainly, Allah has stated:
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-
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“My Mercy embraces all things.” (7:156)
Allah & also says:

(V4 ssidl] $opsle o LIEKT
“Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His slaves.” (42:19)
Allah &5 has also said:
AV o] €50l 2565
“Certainly, no one despairs of Allah’s Mercy, except the
people who disbelieve.” (12:87)

Another Verse states:

[oY: 3] IS0 LYy
“Despair not of the mercy of Alldh.” (39:53)

A Muslim also considers Alldh’s severe grip and ability to
punish severely. He also considers Allah’s swift reckoning. Then
the person makes sure that he obeys Alldh and tries to die
without disobeying Him. This is all part of his proper behavior
towards Allah. People of intelligence know that it is not proper
behavior for a weak and incapable slave to commit acts of
disobedience and wrong towards the Lord Who is the Powerful,
the All-Capable, the Strong, the Dominant. He has said:

” L

éggum}:yﬁ@)b;mjfﬁhﬂ }_;m.m'l_;.b 1;.1_3%

[VY e Ji]
“But when Allah wills a people’s punishment, there can be
no turning back of it; and they will find besides Him no
protector.” (13:11)

Allah 3= also says:
(VY] €58 B0 B
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“Verily, (O Muhammad #£) the Seizure (punishment) of
your Lord is severe and painful.” (85:12)

Alldh % also says:
[£:01 e JT] 4,005 52250 %
“Alldh is All-Mighty, All-Able of Retribution.” (3:4)

A Muslim should also think about Allah while he is disobeying
Him as if Alldh’s threat is already applying to him and His
punishment has already come upon him due to his action. He
should also think about Allah while obeying Him and following
His Laws as if His Promise has already come true for him and
Allah’s Pleasure has already been bestowed upon him. This is
part of the Muslim having good expectations of Allah. Having
good expectations or thoughts about Allah is part of the proper
etiquette towards Allah. It is not proper whatsoever for a person
to have bad thoughts about Alldh and, therefore, disobey Him
and think that Allah is not watching what he is doing or will not
take him to account. Alldh has said:

s Ty A b o - f'-;:.::, - o g A AL R S POV
Md}ﬂ{ﬁﬂaj Objﬁ”@ﬂ}f;ﬁq'fﬁmdi,@ SNy B
e T -: '/r{f = ""_F o

[YY=YY:clas] #0000 02l 05T 555

“But you thought that Allih knew not much of what you
were doing. And that thought of yours which you thought

about your Lord, has brought you to destruction; and you
have become (this Day) of those utterly lost!.” (41:22-23)

It 1s also not proper behavior for a person to fear Allah and obey
Him while suspecting that he will not be rewarded for the good
deeds he performed or that he shall not be recompensed for his
obedience and acts of worship. Certainly, Allah 2% has stated:

- 'JT e
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“And whosoever obeys Allih and His Messenger (). fears
Allah, and keeps his duty (to Him), such are the
successful.” (24:52)

Allah 2 also says:
& A
-f.-'" .{1!/ Eor v A7 :)/-” ";' i - . e we
Ah Sy Wluls myﬁ_u:sﬁﬁgé-—ua:ﬁywww
P e s oy Errh phar FoO.
[‘\VZJ’&JE] %Mb&bw_‘p—hﬁwﬁﬂﬁJ
“"Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female,
while he (or she) is a true believer, verily to him We will
give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment
and lawful provision), and We shall pay them certainly a
reward 1n proportion to the best of what they used to do
(i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).” (16:97)

Alldh & says:
GV i & o QEf 2 il 2y
[V :{-L’u‘x’l] $oealls Y

“Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like
thereof to his credit; and whoever brings an evil deed shall
have only the recompense of the like thereof, and they will
not be wronged.” (6:160)

In conclusion, a Muslim must be thankful to his Lord for the
bounties He has given him; he must be shy towards his Lord
whenever he leans toward committing a sin; he must sincerely
turn to his Lord, put his trust in Him, hope for His Mercy and
fear His punishment. He must have good expectations
concerning Allah with respect to Alldh fulfilling His Promises
and carrying out His threats for whoever He wills of His slaves.
This 1s how he should behave toward Alldh. The more that he
sticks to these matters and guards them, the greater will be his
position and more elevated will be his rank. He shall be greatly
blessed by Alldh and he shall become one of the devoted slaves
of Allih and from those people whom Alldh protects. He shall be



Etiguette and Behavior towards Allah 22

enveloped 1n Allah’s Mercy and shall have Alldh's Blessings
bestowed upon him.

This is the most that any Muslim could hope to achieve and this is
what he should seek during his entire life.

O Allah, make us from Your devoted slaves. O Alldh. do not
prevent us from being among those whom You protect. O Allah,
make us from those who are close to You, O Alldh, Lord of the
worlds.



Etiquette with Respect to the Word of Allah 23

Part Three

Etiquette with Respect to the
Word of Allah, the Noble Qur’an

A Muslim believes in the sacredness of the Speech of Allah, as
well as its honor and virtue that surpasses all other speech. He
also believes that the Noble Qur’an is the Word of Alldh, which
no falsehood can approach from before it or behind it. Whoever
speaks 1n accord with the Qur’an, has spoken the truth. Whoever
judges according to it, has judged justly. Its devoted people are
the people of Allah and His special people. Those who stick to it
shall be successful and victorious. Those who turn away from it
are the destroyed, the losers.

A Muslim’s faith in the grandeur and greatness of the Book of
Allah is increased by what has been stated about 1t by the one who
received its revelation, the best of creation, our leader Muhammad
bin Abdullah, Messenger of Allah. The Prophet # said:
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“Read the Qur’an, for it shall come as an intercessor for its
companion on the Day of Resurrection.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger £ also said:
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“The best of you is he who learns the Qur’an and teaches
others.” (Al-Bukhart)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“The people of the Qur’an are Alldh’s people and His
special slaves.” (4/-Bukhdr)

Another Hadirh states:
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“The hearts get rusty like irons gets rusty.” The people said,

“O Messenger of Allah #what is its cleansing?” He said,
“Reciting the Qur’an and remembering death.” (4/-Baihagi)

One of the Prophet’s most staunch opponents came to him and
said, “O Muhammad, read the Qur’an to me.” Allah’s Messenger
42 read to him the Verse:
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“Verily, Allah enjoins Al-'4dl and Al-Ihsén, and giving (help)

to kith and kin, and forbids Al-Fahshd', and Al-Munkar, and
Al-Baghy (i.e. all kinds of oppression)...” (16:90)

The Prophet % had hardly finished reciting the Verse when his
opponent [an unbeliever] asked him to repeat it, astonished at its
lofty wording, sacred meaning and clarity. He was possessed by its
great ability to influence man. He did not wait long but
immediately raised his voice to state his confession concerning it
and declare his testimony concerning the holiness and greatness of
Alldh’s Word. He said, “By Allah, it has a sweetness. It is full of
clegance. Its lowest portion is for foliage and its highest portion is
for fruits. No human can say such.” (Ibn Jarir Az-Tabari)

A Mushm and believer, then, must even more so allow what it
allows and forbid what it forbids. He must abide by its manners
and behavior according to how it teaches one to behave.

Etiquette with reciting the Qur’an

When the person recites the Qur’an, he should adhere to the
following manners;

1. He should recite 1t under the best circ

2. umstances, including being in a state of purity, facing the
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Qiblah and sitting in a respectable, honorable manner.

2. He should recite the Qur’an slowly and not be hasty in his
recitation. He should not recite it in less than three nights.
The Prophet 4 has said:
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“Whoever recites the Qur’an in less than three nights did

not understand 1t.” (At-Taramidhi)

Alldh’s Messenger % ordered Abdullah bin Umar tess 40 > t0
recite the entire Qur’an once very seven days. Abdullah bin
Mas‘ud, ‘Uthman bin Affan and Zaid bin Thabit s & 520 used
to complete the entire Qur’an once a week.

-

3. He must have fear of Alldh and humility while reciting the
Qur’an. He should demonstrate sorrow and should cry, or he
should try to cry if he is not able to cry. The Prophet 4z said:
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“Recite the Qur’an and cry. If you cannot cry, then force
yourself to be like crying.” (Ibn Majah)

4. The person should also beautify his voice while reading the
Qur’an. The Prophet # said:
uP_J{J}.,aL SR
“Beautify the Qur’an by your voices.” (Ahmad)
Allah's Messenger 4= also said:
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“He 1is not one of us who does not make his voice beautiful
with the Qur’an.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger 3£ also said:
SRR S PR TR
“Alldh has not permitted anything like He has permitted a
Prophet to recite the Qur’an in a good voice.” (Al-Bukhdri
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and Muslim)

5. He should recite in private if he fears that he would be
reciting for show or reputation only or if he were to disturb
those people who were praying. Allah’s Messenger #= said:
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“The one who recites the Qur’an aloud is like one who
publicly gives charity.”

It is known that it is preferred to give charity secretly unless
there is some benefit to doing it publicly, such as encouraging
others to follow one’s precedent. The same is true for the reciting
of the Qur’an.

6. A person should recite the Qur’an while thinking about and
pondering over its meaning, with due respect and presence of
mind, in order to understand its meaning and purport.

7. A person should not be one who recites the Qur’an while he
is heedless and going against what it says. In that case, he
could be the cause for his own cursing by himself. For
example, if he reads the Verse:
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“No doubt! the curse of Alldh is on the Zalimun
(polytheists, wrongdoers, oppressors),” (11:18)
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“Curse of Allah upon those who he.” (3:61)

And he is a liar or a wrongdoer, then he is simply cursing
himself.

The following narration will demonstrate how wrong those
people are who tumn away from the Book of Allah, who are
heedless of it and spend their time in other pursuits. It is narrated
that in the Torah it states that Allah has said: “Arc you not
ashamed of yourselves in front of Me? If a letter comes 1o you




Etiguette with Respect to the Word of Allan 27

from some of your brethren while you are walking on the road,
you will stop and sit by the side of the road, read the letter, and
understand it word by word, in order not to miss anything. This
is the Book that I have revealed to you. Look how I have clearly
explained everything in it. How many times have you passed by
it to ponder over its lengths and widths and then you turn away
from it? It is something lighter in your eyes than your brethren.
O My slave! If one of your brethren sits next to you, you turn to
him with all of your attention and listen to his every word with
your entire heart. If someone then talks to you or disturbs you,
you will motion to him to stop. Here I am coming to you and
speaking to you but you turn your heart away from Me. In your
sight, I am less important than one of your brethren!”

8. A person should strive to have the characteristics that are
descriptive of those people who are Allah’s People and His
Special People. Abdullah bin Mas‘ud « once said, “The
reciter of the Qur’an must be known by his night while the
people are sleeping, by his day while the people are not
fasting, by his crying while the people are laughing, by his
devotion and fear of Allah while the people are mingling, by
his silence while the people are talking, by his humility
while the people are boasting and by his grieving while the
people are rejoicing.”

Muhammad bin Ka‘b said, “We would recognize the reciter of the
Qur’an by the yellowness of his skin that indicated his spending
the night in prayer and reciting the Qur’an.” Wuhaib bin Al-Ward
4% narrated that someone said to a man, “Do you not sleep?” He
answered, “The marvelous nature of the Qur’an chased away my
sleep.” And Dhun-Noon has said in lines of poetry,

“The Qur’an has stopped, by its promises and threats, the
eyes from sleeping at night,

They understand from the Great Lord His Speech, an
understanding that makes the necks submit and surrender.”
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Part Four

Etiquette with Respect to
Allah’s Messenger

A Muslim realizes in the depths of his soul the obligation of

complete and proper etiquette with respect to the Allah’s
Messenger #. This 18 due to the following reasons:

|. Allah has obligated upon every believing man and woman
proper manners with respect to Allah’s Messenger . This is
explicitly mentioned in Allah’s speech in the following Verses:
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"0 you who believe! Make not (a de.cisiun) in advance
before Alldh and His Messenger .7 (49:1)
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"0 you who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice
of the Prophet i, nor speak aloud to him in talk as you
speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds may be
rendered fruitless while you perceive it not.” (49:2)
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“Verily! Those who lnm’:‘:r then’ voices in thc presence of
Allah’s Messenger, they are the ones whose hearts Allih

has tested for piety. For them is Forgiveness and a great
reward.” (49:3)
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“Verily! Those who call you from behind the dwellings,
most of them have no sense. And if they had patience till
you could come to them, it would have been better for
them..” (49:4-5)
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“Make not the calling of the Messenger ( Muhammad )
among you as your calling of one another.” (24:63)
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“The true believers are only those who believe in (the

Oneness of) Alldh and His Messenger (Muhammad %), and

when they are with him on some common matter, they go
not away until they have asked his permission.” (24:62)
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“Verily! Those who ask your permission, those are they
who (really) believe in Allah and His Messenger. So if they
ask your permission for some affairs of theirs, give
permission to whom you will of them.” (24:62)
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O you who believe! When you (want to) consult the
Messenger (Muhammad ) in private, spend something in
charity before your private consultation. That will be better
and purer for you. But if you find not (the means for it),
then verily, Alldh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (58:12)

Allah has made it obligatory upon the believers to obey him
and He has also made it obligatory to love him.

Allah & has said:
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“0O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad #).” (47:33)

Allih & has also said:
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“And let those who oppose the Messenger’s (Muhammad
#) commandment (i.e. Sunnah — legal ways, orders, acts
of worship, statements) (among the sects) beware lest some
Fitnah (disbelief, trial afflictions, earthquakes, killing, over
powered by a tyrant) should befall them or a painful
torment be inflicted on them.” (24:63)

Another Verse states:
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“Whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad 35) gives you, take
it. And whatsoever he forbids you, abstain from it.” (59:7)

And yet another Verse states:
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“Say [O Muhammad % to mankind]: If you (really) love
Allah, then follow me. Alldh will love you and forgive you
of your sins.” (3:31)

If a person is obliged to be obeyed and one may not go against
what he states, then one must also continually behave 1n the
proper way towards him under all circumstances.

3. Allah has declared him to be a leader and judge for the
people. Alldh has stated:
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“Surely, We have sent down to you [O Muhammad #] the
Book (this Qur’an)in truth that you might judge between men
by that which Allah has shown you.” (4:105)

Allah & also says:
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“And so judge (you O Muhammad #) among them by
what Alldh has revealed and follow not their vain
desires...” (5: 49)

Another Verse states:
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“But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith until they
make you (O Muhammad #) judge in all disputes between
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your
decisions, and accept them with full submission.” (4:65)

F inally Allah % also says:
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“Indeed, in Allah’s Messenger (%) you have a good example

to follow for him who hopes in [the meeting with| Allah and
the Last Day and remembers Allah much.” (33:21)

To have the proper behavior toward the ruler and judge is
something that the Shari'ah obliges, sound reasoning approves
of and correct logic decrees.

4. Allah has also made the love for the Prophet 4 obligatory, as
has been stated by the Prophet # himself:
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"By the One in whose hand is my soul, none of you truly
believes until I am more beloved to him than his father,
child and all of mankind.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

If one 1s required to love him, one is also required to behave
properly with respect to him and towards him.”

J;

His Lord has given the Prophet & special characteristics of
beauty in both his physical appearance as well as his
behavior. Allah has also bestowed upon him, concerning his
soul and being, what made him the most beautiful and
complete creation whatsoever. If this is the case with
someone, then, obviously, it is obligatory to have the proper
etiquette with respect to such a being,

These are some of the evidences that make it obligatory to
behave in the proper manner with respect to the Prophet #. There
arc also numerous other aspects. However, how is one supposed
to behave towards him? Everyone must know these manners.
The proper behavior towards the Prophet # consists of the
following aspects:

l.

I~

One must have complete obedience to him, following in his
footsteps, and following his example in every matter related
to the Hereafter and this life.

One cannot love, give love, respect and honor to anyone
more than one does for the Prophet 4, regardless of who that
other one might be.

One must have love and loyalty for whoever has given his
love and loyalty to the Prophet 4. Similarly, he must oppose
anyone who opposes him. One must also be pleased with
whatever the Prophet # is pleased with and be displeased
with whatever displeases the Prophet .
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4. One must show due honor and respect to the Prophet’s name
whenever it is mentioned. One should make prayers and ask
for blessings upon him. One should also consider the
greatness of his manners and merits.

One must believe everything that the Prophet i has stated,
whether related to matters of the religion or of this world,
including the unseen of both this world and the Hereafter.

h

6. One should revive his Sumnah, openly practice his law,
convey his message and fulfill his bequeaths or advice.

7. One should lower one’s voice at his grave and in his mosque,
for the one whom Alldh has honored to visit them. One
should show respect to him by stopping at his grave (may the
peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him, his family and
companions).

8. One should love the righteous people and demonstrate loyalty
to them due to the Prophet’s love for them. And one should
hate the evildoers and oppose them due to his hate for them.

These are some of the prominent aspects related to having the proper
manners toward the Prophet 4.

A Muslim should always strive to fulfill them as completely as
possible and to guard them completely. His own completeness is
resting upon them and his happiness will be fulfilled by them. Allih
s the One Who we ask to guide us to having the proper behavior
toward our Prophet ¥ and to make us from those who follow him,
support him and are of his party. We also ask Alldh to provide us
with obedience to him. We also ask Allah not to prevent us from
receiving his intercession. O Allah, Ameen (accept it).
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Part Five
Behavior towards Oneself

A Muslim believes that his happiness in these two worlds, the
first and second, is determined by the extent that he disciplines
and trains himself, betters himself, purifies himself and refines
himself. Similarly, he knows that his unhappiness comes about
by him ruining, desecrating and spoiling his self. This is based
on the following evidences.

Allah 35 says:
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“Indeed, he succeeds who purifies his ownself. And
indeed he fails who corrupts his ownself.” (91:9-10)
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“Verily, those who belie Our Aydr and treat them with
arrogance, for them the gates of heaven will not be opened,
and they will not enter Paradise until the camel goes through
the eye of the needle. Thus do We recompense the
Mujrimiin. Theirs will be a bed of Hell, and over them
coverings. Thus do We recompense the Zdlimiin (polytheists
and wrongdoers). But those who believed and worked
righteousness. and We tax not any person bevond his
capacity, such are the dwellers of Paradise. They will abide
therein.” (7:40-42)
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“By Al-‘Asr (the time). Verily, man is in loss. Except those
who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous
deeds, and recommend one another to the truth [i.e. order
one another to perform all kinds of good deeds (4/-Ma ‘ruf)
which Allah has ordained, and abstain from all kinds of
sins and evil deeds (A/-Munkar) which Alladh has
forbidden] and recommend one another to patience.”
(103:1-3)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
VRS IR P R B IR B e <
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“*All of you will enter Paradise except for those who
refuse.” They said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger %, who refuses?’
He said, “Whoever obeys me enters Paradise. And whoever

disobeys me has refused.” ” (4/-Bukhari)

The Prophet # also said:
st Gl i G Sl B g
“All men go out early in the moming selling themselves,

thereby setting themselves free or destroying themselves.”
(Muslim)

A Mushm also believes that what purifies his soul and further
cleanses him is the beauty of faith and good deeds. The aspects
that ruin and destroy his soul are the evil of disbelief and
disobedience. Allah says:
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“And perform As-Salat (the prayer) at the two ends of the
day and in some hours of the night (i.e. the five
compulsory Salat). Verily, the good deeds remove the
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evil deeds.” (11:114)
Allah 2 also says:
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“Nay! But on their hearts is the “Ran’(covering of sins and
evil deeds) which they used to eam.” (83:14)
The Prophet # said:
#55 ob b ol g 5 B3 &8 5 AN 3] Zeskh S
s &G0 by 46 el aisg
“When the believer commits a sin, a block spot is dotted on
his heart. If he leaves that deed and repents, his heart is
cleansed of that dot. If he continues such acts, his covering

1s increased over his heart until it covers it entirely.” (4n-
Nasai and At-Tirmidhi)

This 1s the “rust” that 1s mentioned in the Verse:
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“Nay! But on their hearts is the ‘Rén’(covering of sins and
evil deeds) which they used to eam.” (83:14)

The Prophet 4 also said:
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“Have fear of Alldh and obey Him wherever you are. Follow
up an evil deed with a good deed that wipes it away. And

behave with the people with a good behavior.” (Ahmad, At-
Tirmidhi and Al-Hakim)

Due to that, a Muslim is always living in a state where he is
refining his soul, purifying it and cleansing it. He is the first one
to refine 1t. He uses the means of purification for it and purifies it
from 1ts mmpurities. He keeps 1t from everything that ruins or
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spoils i, whether it be erroneous, evil beliefs or impure speech
and actions. He struggles against it night and day. He holds it to
account for every moment. He encourages it to do good deeds
and pushes it to acts of obedience. He completely turns it away
from evil and depravity. In order to purify it and make it
wholesome, he follows the following steps:

(a) Repentance: What is meant by this is the ceasing of all sins
and acts of disobedience, feeling remorse for every sin one
committed in the past and firm conviction not to return to
perform any sin for the rest of one’s life. Allah has said in
the Qur’an:
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“O you who believe! Turmm to Allah with sincere
repentance! It may be that your Lord will expiate from you

your sins and admit you into Gardens under which rivers
flow.” (66:8)

Allah 3 also says:
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... And turn you all together towards Allah in repentance.

And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, O believers,
that you may be successful.” (24:31)

Allah’s Messenger % said:
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“O people, repent to Allah. Verily, I repent to Allah one
hundred times in a day.” (Muslim)
Allah’s Messenger # also said:;
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“Whoever repents before the sun rises from its West, Allah
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will forgive him.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger 4 also said:
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“Verily, Alldh stretches out His hand with repentance for

the one who commits sins in the night until the daytime.
And for the one who commits sins in the daytime until the
night-time. (He does this) until the sun rises from its
West.” (Muslim)

In another Hadith, the Prophet # said:
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“Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His
believing slave than a person in a waterless desert whose
camel has all of his food and drink with it. He sleeps and
the camel leaves him. He looks for the camel until he is
about to die from thirst. He then returns to his place in
which he was and then he sets to sleep until he dies. He
puts his head on his pillow to die. Then he wakes up and
finds his camel with his provisions, food and drink with it.
Alldh is more pleased with the repentance of a slave than
that believer is with finding that camel and his provisions.”
(A4[-Bukhdari and Muslim)

is also narrated that angels congratulated Adam for his
repentance when Allah forgave him.
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(b) Watchfulness and being on guard: This is where the
Muslim makes his soul realize that he is being watched by
Allah. He keeps adhering to this belief and understanding in
every moment of his life until he becomes absolutely certain
that Allah is seeing everything he is doing, knows all of his
secrets, and is watching all of his actions. Allah will then
judge the person and every soul shall receive what it has
earned. With this understanding, the person becomes filled
with recognizing the greatness and perfection of Allah. He
feels great pleasure and welcome upon remembering Allah.
He finds rest and pleasure in obeying Allah. He becomes
very anxious to become close to Allah, turning to Him and
turning away from everything else.

This is the meaning of “submitting one’s face™ in the Verses in
the Qur’an:
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“And who can be better in religion than one who submits

his face (himself) to Alldh and he is a doer of good.”
(4:125)

Allah 4% also said:
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“And whosoever submits his face (himself) to Allah, while

he 1s a doer of good, then he has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold.” (31:22)

It is the essence of what Allah is calling one to in the Verse:
[Yre:s,al] donsiab 8 Al LA diEIAEG 3

“...And Know that Allah knows what 1s 1n your minds, so
fear Him...” (2:235)

Alldh % also says:
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“_..Surely Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.” (4:1)

Allah & also says:
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“Neither you (O Muhammad #) do any deed nor recite any
portion, of the Qur’an — nor you (O mankind) do any deed
(good or evil) but We are Witness thereof when you are
doing 1t.” (10:61)

Allah’s Messenger # aid:

[y O AN FA OV C TR e
“Worship Alldh as if you see him. If you do not see Him,
He sees you.” (Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

This is exactly what the pious early predecessors of this Nation
followed for themselves until the point that they reached the
level of certainty and the state of those close to Allah. Here are
some of their statements that bear witness to that:

1.

=
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It was said to Al-Junaid, “What can help one lower one’s
gaze?” He said, “By your knowledge that the One Who is
looking at you is preceding your look at what you are
looking at.”

Sufyan Al-Thauri said, “You should have be watching over
yourself from the One from Whom nothing at all 1s hidden.
You should also have hope in the One Who has power over
fulfilling hopes. And you should be cautious toward the One
Who has power to punish.”

Ibn Al-Mubarak once said to a man, “Be on guard with
respect to Allah.” The man asked about being on such guard
and he said, “Always be in a state where it is as if you are
seeing Allah.”
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4. Abdullah -bin Deenaar said, “I went with Umar bin Al-
Khattab to Makkah. We stopped after part of the road. A
shepherd from the mountain came across us. Umar said to
him, ‘O shepherd, sell us one of those sheep.’ He said, ‘They
are owned by someone.” Umar said to him, ‘Tell your master
that the wolf ate it.” The slave said, “Where is Allah?’” Umar
then cried and went in the morning to the master of that
slave, purchased him and set him free.”

5. It 1s narrated that one of the pious men passed by a group
who were shooting arrows. One person was silting at a
distance from them. He came to him and wanted to speak to
him. He said to him, “Remembering Alldh is more desirable
to me.” He said, “You by yourself?” He answered, “With me
is my Lord and two angels.” He said to him, “Of those
people, who is the winner?” He said, “The one whom Allah
has forgiven.” He then asked him, “Where is the path?"’ The
man pointed toward the sky, stood and left.

6. It i1s narrated that when Zulaikha entered upon Yusuf s, to
entice him, she covered the face of her idol. Yusuf said to
her, “What is wrong with you? You are ashamed in front of
the watchful eye of something that is dead and lifeless while
you are not ashamed in front of the watchfulness of the All-
Powerful, King?”

Another person said in words of poetry:

“If you ever spent the whole day alone, do not say, [ was
alone but say that over me there was a watcher.’

‘Do not think that Allah is ignorant of any moment or that
any unseen thing may be hidden from him.’

‘Do you not see how quickly the day goes and that
tomorrow, for those who are seeing, is very close™?

(¢) Taking Account of Oneself: This is that the Muslim works
all of this .life, day and night, for what will help him in the
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Hereafter, that will make him qualified for its honors and the
pleasure of Allah. This world is the time for deeds and,
therefore, the Muslim considers his obligatory deeds like a
merchant treats his capital. He should consider his voluntary
deeds like extra profits that he makes above his capital. He
should look to his sins and evil deeds like losses in his trade.
Then he should sit by himself at the end of every day and
make an account of himself concerning the deeds of that day.
[f he sees that he has a shortcoming in his obligatory deeds,
he should blame and censure himself. If it is something that
he can rectify at that moment, he should stand to fulfill that
obligation. If it is something that he can no longer fulfill,
then he should make up for it by performing more voluntary
deeds. If he finds that he has had a shortcoming in his
voluntary deeds, he should find some compensation for that
shortcoming. If he sees that he has a loss due to the sins he
committed, he should seek Alldh’s Forgiveness, have
remorse, repent and perform the good deeds that he believes
will rectify the evil that he did.

This i1s what 1s meant by taking account of oneself. It 1s one of
the means by which a person can purify himself, rectify himself
and make himself grow. The evidence for that includes the

following:
Alldh 3% says in the Qur’an:
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“O you who believe! Fear Alldh. Let every person look to
what he has sent forth for the morrow, and fear Allah.
Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what you do.” (59:18)

In Allah’s # Statement:

[VA: i) €25 2L 3
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“Let every person look to what...” (59:18)

It is acommand for everyone to do an account of what deeds he
has done before the coming of the next day.

Allah & also says

“And all of you beg Alldh to forgwe you all, 0O behevers,
that you may be successful.” (24:31)

Allah’s Messenger £ said;
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“Verily, I repent to Allah and seek His forgiveness one
hundred times in a day.” (Muslim)

Umar < once said:
4 2oAss O 5 | s
“Take account of yourself before [your deeds] are
weighed.” (A¢-Tirmidhi)

When the night came, he used to beat his feat with a stick and
say to himself, “What have you done today?”

When Abu Talha became preoccupied with his garden instead of
his prayers, he gave it a way as a charity for the sake of Allah.
This was done by him only as a way of reckoning and
disciplining himself. (Recorded in the Sahih)

[t is also narrated that al-Ahnaf 1bn Qais used to cometoa
candle and put his finger on it until he felt the fire. Then he
would say to himself, “O Hunaif, what made you do what you
did today? What made you do what you did today?” It is also
narrated that one of the pious people was in a battle and came
across a woman. He looked at her. So he himself gouged hrs own
eve out, He said, “This is your portion of what harms you.”

One of them passed by a room and he said, “When was this room



Behavicr towards Oneself 44

built?” Then he thought to himself and said, “You ask me about
something that does not concern you. I will punish you by
fasting for an entire year.” And he did fast that year. It is also
narrated that one of the pious people would go to the place of
extreme heat and sit in it, saying to himself, “Feel it. The Hell-
fire 1s much more severe. [sn’t the thing which is a carrion in the
night stretching itself out during the day time?” One of them
looked up one day to the roof and he saw a woman and he looked
at her. Then he swore to himself never to look up at the sky again
for as long as he lived.

This 1s how the pious of this Nation would make an account of
their own souls for the wrong that they did. They would blame
themselves for their shortcomings and make sure that they had
Tagwa. They would keep themselves from following their
desires, 1n accord with the Verse of the Qur’an:

P R - 2

T T3 ol o2 S 5 P S 206 3
[EV=£ v rlesLN]
“But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and

restrained himself from impure evil desires and lusts,
‘verily, Paradise will be his abode.” (79:40-41)

(d) Struggle and Striving Against Oneself:

This 1s where a Muslim realizes that his greatest enemy is his
own soul that 1s within his skin. By its nature, it leads him to evil
and makes him flee from good. It orders him to do evil, as
mentioned n the Qur’an;

[oF: i ] 452 SEY S5 L S8 T & %
“And I free not myself (from the blame). Verily, the
(human) self 1s inclined to evil...” (12:53)

The soul loves calmness and relaxation. It desires free time and
idleness. It is swept away with desires, It will happily follow its
present lusts even though they may lead to his miserv and
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destruction.

If a Muslim realizes that, he takes it upon himself to struggle
against his soul. He declares war against it. He prepares his
weapons to do battle with it. He determines to struggle against its
heedlessness and immaturity. He is ready to contend with his
desires. If his soul wants rest, he puts it to work. [fit secks
desires, he forbids it. If it falls short in obeying Allah or doing
good deeds, he punishes it and censures it. Then he makes it
perform that which 1t failed to do by making up what it had
missed. He {follows that disciplining course until the soul
becomes tranquil, pure and wholesome. This is the goal of
striving against oneself. Allah has said:
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[19: o .Sl

“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will
surely, guide them to Our Paths. And verily, Allah is with
the Muhsinun (good doers).” (29:69)

I[f a Muslim strives against his base self for the sake of Alldh, in
order to purify it, refine it, make it wholesome and tranquil, he
becomes befitting of Allah’s special blessings and His pleasure.
This is the training of the pious and the path of the sincere, true
believers. The person follows that path in imitation of their
example and following along in their footsteps. Allah’s Messenger
%, for example, would pray at night until his two noble feet would
be bleeding. When he was asked about that, he would say:

“Shall I not be a thankful slave?” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

What better example of striving can be given than that? All «&
was once talking about the Companions of Allah’s Messenger .
He said:

“By Allah, T witnessed the Companions of Muhammad
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and I do not see anyone similar to them. In the morning
they would be disheveled, covered with dust, yellowish in
skin. They had spent the whole night in prostration and
standing (in prayer), reciting the Book of All&h, spending
their time between standing on their feet and being with
their forcheads on the ground. If Alldh’s name 1s
mentioned, they would sway like a tree sways on a windy
day. Their eyes would cry to the point that the clothing
would become wet.”

Abu Ad-Darda <« said:

“If it were not for three things, I would not like to live even
for one day. These three are: Having thirst for the sake of
Alldh during the midday heat, prostration for Allah’s sake
during the middle of the night and sitting with a people
who choose the most pleasant speech in the same way that
one chooses the sweetest fruit.”

Umar bin Al-Khattdb 4 reproached himself for missing the Asr
Prayer in congregation by giving away a piece of land that was
worth 200,000 Dirhams. Whenever Abdullah bin Umar <% would
miss a prayer in congregation, he would spend that whole night in
prayer, One night, he had delayed the Maghrib prayer until two
stars had appeared. Therefore, he freed two slaves. Ali < said:

“May Alldh have mercy on a people whom the others think
are ill but they are not ill. That is simply the effects of them
struggling against their soul.”

Allah’s Messenger # said:
(alis [l thae I 1o Wl 5

“The best of people is one who lives a long life and whose
deeds are good.” (Ar-Tirmidhi)

Uwais Al-Qarni would say, “This night is for Ruku " (bowing in
prayer),” so he would spend the entire night in Ruku. For the next
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night, he would say, “This night is for prostration,” and he would
spend the whole night in prostration. (Zhya Ulim Al-Din by
Imam Al-Ghazali)

Thabit Al-Bunani said, *I met some people among them, was
one who prayed so much at night that he would not be able to get
to his bed except by crawling. Another would stand in prayer so
long that 1t would cause his feet to bleed. They would exert
themselves so much in worship that if one were to say to them,
“The Day of Judgment is tomorrow,’ they would not find anyway
to add to what they have done. When the winter came, they
would stand on the roof so that the cold wind would hit them and
they would not be able to sleep. During the summer, they would
stand beneath the roof so that the heat would keep them from
sleeping. Some of them died while they were in prostration.”

Masriiq’s wife said, “You could not see Masriiq except with his
calves swollen due to his long standing (in the night prayer). By
Alldh, if I were to sit behind him while he was standing in
prayer, I would cry out of mercy for him.” It was said about one
of the pious people that after he had reached the age of forty he
rolled up his bed and never slept on it again.

[t 1s also narrated that a pious woman from the pious
predecessors, called Ajrah, who was blind, would say in a
grieving voice at the early hours of the moming, “It is to You,
Your mercy and the grace of Your forgiveness that the slaves are
rushing to in the night. And of You, O My God, I ask, and I do
not ask anyone else, to make me from the first group of those
who rush to faith and to raise me in Your presence in the /liyeen,
to the level of those who are close to You. I also ask You to join
me with Your devoted and pious slaves. You are the Most
Merciful of those who have mercy, the Greatest of the great, the
Most Generous of the generous, O Generous One.” Then she
would fall in prostration and she would continue to supplicate
and cry until the dawn.”
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Part Six

Etiquette towards One’s Parents

A Muslim believes in his parents rights upon him and his
obligation to be good to them, obey them and to treat them in the
best way. This 1s not just because they are the cause for his
existence. It 1s also not just because they had done a great deal of
good to him that he must repay and respond to in a proper
manner. But it 1s first and foremost because Allah 3% has made it
obligatory upon him to obey them. He has dccrc:cd that the son
must be dutiful to his parents and treat them well. In fact, Allah
mentions their rights in conjunction with His own right of being
worshipped alone without any partner. Allah & has said:
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“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of
them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to
them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them but address
them 1n terms of honour. And lower unto them the wing of
submission and humility through mercy, and say, “My
[.ord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up
when 1 was young.” (17:23-24)

Allah 2= also says:
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“And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to
his parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardship
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upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in two
years — give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is
the final destination.” (31:14)

A person asked the Prophet # “Who has the most right to my
good company?” He answered, “Your mother.” The man asked,
“And then who?” He said, “Your mother.” The man again asked,
“And then who?” He again answered, “Your mother.” Then the
man asked yet again, “And then who?” The Prophet 4 then said,
“Your father.”(4[-Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Allah has forbidden for you disobedience to mothers,
withholding the rights of others when one has the ability to
fulfill them, and burying daughters alive. Allah also
dislikes for you irrelevant talk, persistent questioning and
wasting of wealth.” (Al-Bukhdari and Muslim)

Another Hadith states:
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“Shall I not inform you of the greatest of the great sins?”’
They said, “Certainly, O Allah’s Messenger %" He said,
“(They are) ascnbm:, partners to Allah 2=, disobeying

parents,” at the time he (#&) was reclining and then he sat up
and said, “And false testimony and false witness. Verily,
false testimony and false witness.” He continued to repeat

that until Abu Bakrah «4 (the narrator) had said (to himself),
“If only he were to be silent.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)
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Allah ’s Messenger 4 also said:

“A child has not fulfilled all of his responsibilities toward
his parent unless the father is a slave and the son buys him
and sets him free.”(Muslim)

Abdullah bin Mas‘ud narrated that he asked the Prophet 4 to tell
him what deed is most beloved to Allah 3&. Allah’s Messenger 3
answered:

“Being dutiful to parents.” Abdullah . asked him, what
deed was next and he said, “Jihad in the way of Allah .7
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

A man came toAllah’s Messenger % to seek permission to take
part in Jihad. The Prophet # asked him:

“Are your parents alive?” He said, “Yes.” So the Prophet %
told him, “Go and strive on their behalf.” (4/-Bukhari and
Muslim)

A man from the Ansar came to Allah’s Messenger 4 and asked him:

“0 Allah’s Messenger # is their any responsibility that I have
to fulfill toward my parents after they have passed away?”
Allah’s Messenger 4z replied, “Yes, there are four matters:

1. Pray upon them, ask forgiveness for them.

2. Fulfill their promises.

3. Honor their close friends.

4

4. Keep ties with those concerning whom you have no
relations except through (your parents).

This is what is left upon you of good behavior toward them after
they die.” (Ahmad)

Alldh’s Messenger 3z also said:
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“From the most dutiful acts is that a man keeps contact
with the beloved friends of his father after the father had
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passed away.”(Muslim)

When a Muslim recognizes these rights of his parents, he fulfills
them completely as an act of obedience to Alldh % and in
fulfillment to His words. Therefore, it is a must upon him to
fulfill the following manners with respect to his parents:

L.

One should obey them in everything they order him to do or
prohibit him, as long as it 1s not in disobedience to Allah &=
or in contradiction to the Shari ‘ah. There 1s no obedience to
a created creature if it is an act of disobedience to the
Creator. This i1s based on Allah’s statement:
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“But if they (both) strive with you to make you join in
worship with Me others of which you have no knowledge,
then obey them not, but behave with them in the world
kindly.” (31:15)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Obedience is in what is good and proper.”
“There is no obedience for created sings in a matter of
disobedience to Creater.” (Muslim)

One should respect them and honor them in all of their
affairs. One should be very kind and gracious to them and
honor them in speech and action. Do not get mad at them or
raise one’s voice above their voices. Do not walk in front of
them nor favor one’s spouse or child over them. Do not call
them by their names but, instead, say, “O my father” or “O
my mother.” Also, one should not travel except with their
permission and pleasure.
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3.

One should do one’s best to be as dutiful as possible to them
and give them all kinds of obedience and goodness, such as
feeding them, clothing them, curing them, keeping harm
away from them and giving them preference over one’s own
life by being willing to sacrifice it for them.

One should do his best to keep the ties of kinship for which
there are no ties except through the parents. One should also
pray for them, ask forgiveness for them, fulfill their promises
and honor their close friends.
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Etiquette Towards One’s Children

A Muslim recognizes that a child has rights over his parents that
he must fulfill. Furthermore, there are some manners and etiquette
that must be followed between the two. These are to be found in
the parent choosing a good name for his child, to sacrifice an
AgigahUifor his child on the seventh day, circumcising the child,
having mercy and gentleness with the child, providing for the
child, bringing him up 1n a proper way, being concerned with his
cultural and social upbringing, teaching him about Islam and
training him to fulfill the obligatory and recommended aspects as
well as other manners. This continues until the child is married off,
at which time he will give him the choice to stay under his
cuardianship or to move off on his own. These are all based on the
following evidences from the Qur’an and Sunnah.

1. Allah % says in the Qur’an:
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“The mothers shall give suck to their children for two
whole years, (that is) for those (parents) who desire to
complete the term of suckling, but the father of the child
shall bear the cost of the mother’s food and clothing on a
reasonable basis.” (2:233)

Allah 2= also says:
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“O you who believe! Ward off yourselves and your
families against a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones,

| . ‘ . - j
| The agigah is the sacrifice of two sheep for a boy and one for a girl.
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which are angels stern (and) severe, who disobey not (from
executing) the commands they receive from Allih, but do
that which they are commanded.” (66:6)

In this Verse, there is a command to protect the family from the
Hell-fire. This is done by obeying Alldh % This obedience of
Allah requires that one know what Alldh 3% has obligated him to
do. This cannot come about without learning. Therefore, since the
father is from the group of men. the Verse is evidence that it is
obligatory upon the father to teach his child, educate him, guide
him and lead him to what 1s best and the obedience of Alldh 3= and
His Messenger #. Similarly, he must teach him to refrain and
remain away from disbelief, acts of disobedience, evil and
depravity. This is all in order to protect him from the punishment
of the Hell-fire.

Furthermore, in the first Verse there is evidence that the
responsibility for the maintenance of the child falls upon the father.
This is because the obligation upon him to support the suckling
mother is because she is suckling his child. Allah & also says:
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*And kill not your children for fear of poverty.” (17:31)

2. When Alldh's Messenger % was asked about the greatest
sins, he replied:
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“You should associate an equal to A]]dh 9:;:- ‘ﬂuhllf‘: He
created you, that you kill your child out of fear that he
would eat from your food, and that you commit adultery
with your neighbor’s wife.” (Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)
The prohibition of killing one’s children 1s a necessary
consequence of having mercy for them and protecting their body.
minds and soul from harm.
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The Prophet % said concerning having an 4geeqga for the child:
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“A boy i1s being held in pledge for his Agigah that is
slaughtered for him on the seventh day. He should also be
named on that day and have his hair shaven from his
head.”(Abu Dawud)

Allah’s Messenger % also said:
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“The acts according to the Firra (natural disposnmn for the
Prophets) are five: circumcision, removing pubic hairs,
timming the mustache, trimming the nails and removing
undetrarm hairs.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

It 1s also narrated that Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Honor your children and bring them up well. Verily, your
children are a gift for you.”(Ibn Majah)

Allah’s Messener 4 1s also repmrted to have said:
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“Be equitable among your children when it comes to
giving to them, If I were to give preference to anyone, 1
would give preference to the females.”(4/-Baihagi)

Allah’s Messenger & also said:
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“Teach the child to pray at the age of seven and beat them
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to do it at the age of ten. And separate them in their
bedding.”(4bu Dawud)

Concerning the right of the child upon the father, 1t 1s also
mentioned in reports that the father must educate the child ina
good way and choose a good name for him. “Umar 4= once said,
“From the rights of the child upon the father 1s that he teaches him
writing and archery and that he not feed him with anything except
what is legal and pure.” It is also narrated that he said:

“Marry from the pious households, for verily genetics has a
strong effect.” Once a bedouin was showing his children
what a favor he did to them by choosing their mother, he
told them:
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“The first good thing I did towards you was my choosing
of a good noble family whose ancestors were chaste.”
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Etiquette Towards Siblings

A Muslim 1s of the view that manners towards one’s siblings
should be like behavior towards one’s parents and children. For
example, the smaller sibling should relate toward his elder
sibling like a child toward his father. And the elder sibling
should relate to his younger siblings like parents to their
children, with respect to obligations and manners. This is based
on what has been narrated:

“The right of the elder sibling over the younger sibling is
like the right of the father over his child.”(4/-Baihagi)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Be dutiful towards your mother and your father, and your

sister and your brother, then those closest to you, followed
by those next closest to yow.”(4:-Hakim)
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Etiquette Between Spouses

A Muslim recognizes that there are some common etiquette
between a husband and wife. These are the rights that each one
has upon the other. This is based on Allah’s statement:
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“And they (women) have rights (over their husbands as
regards living expenses) similar (to those of their
husbands) over them (as regards obedience and respect) to

what is reasonable, But men have a degree (of
responsibility) over them.” (2:228)

This noble Verse makes it clear that each spouse has rights over
the other. However, the Verse specifically mentions the man as
having an additional degree of rights with respect to special rights.

Allah’s Messenger # said on the occasion of the farewell Hajj:
"')=-s{¢|j"="l Tl (s :":? = % ."'-g’;? It
(R ?...<:_i_p fsf]‘""":ﬁ,ﬁ ¢ i PSEL“"'i JLG f’ﬁ di N
“Verily, you have rights over your wives and your wives
have rights over you.” (Abu Dawud)

Some of these rights are common between the two spouses while
others are specific for one of the spouses. As for the common
rights, they are the following:

1. Loyalty and honesty: That is, it is obligatory upon each
spouse to be truthful and honest with respect to the other. One
does not cheat the other in any way, big or small. The two
spouses are like two partners. Therefore, there must be trust,
sincerity, honesty and truthfulness between them concerning
every matter of their lives, both private and public.

2. Love and mercy: Each one of them should have as much
love and mercy as he can for the other. This should be
something common between them for all of their lives. In
this way, they fulfill Allah’s words:
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“And among His signs is this, that He created for you
wives from among yourselves, that you may find repose in
them, and He has put between you affection and mercy.”
(30:21)

This would also be in fulfillment of the Prophet’s words:

“The one who is not merciful will not be shown mercy.”
(At-Tabarant)

3. Mutual trust between them: Each one of them should have
complete trust in the other and should not have the least amount of
doubt or suspicion concerning the other’s honesty, sincerity and
devotion to the other.

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“None of you truly believes unnl he loves for his brother
what he loves for himself.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

The bond between spouses goes beyond the bond of simple
brotherhood with respect to trust, strength and fervor.

Fach spouse should realize that he/she is the essence and
personification of the other. How could a person not trust himself
and not be sincere to himself? How could a person cheat and
deceive himself?

4.

General good manners: This includes kindness in dealings
with each other, smiling at each other, good and noble speech,
respect and regard for one another. This is the “honorable and
good treatment’ that is ordered by Allah % in the Verse,

[V4:elacll] 40300200 Sag00IE5
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*...And live with them honorably.” (4:19)

This 1s the fulfilling of the advice to treat them well that is found
in the words of Allah’s Messenger i:
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“T advise you to treat women well.” (4/-Bukhari and
Muslim)

These are, in general, the etiquette that are shared between the
husband and the wife. These should be mutual between them.
This is how to act upon the “firm and strong covenant” that is
referred to in the Verse:
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“And how could you take it (back) while you have gone in
unto each other, and they have taken from you a firm and
strong covenant?” (4:21)

This 15 also in obedience to Alldh’s command in the Verse:
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“And do not forget liberality between yourselves. Truly,
Allah 1s All-Seer of what you do.” (2:237)

As for the specific rights and manners that each spouse must
perform with respect to the other, they include the following:

1. The Rights of the Wife Upon the Husband

It is obligatory upon the husband to fulfill the following etiquette
with respect to his wife:

|. He must treat her in a respectable and honorable manner, as
Allah & says:
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“And live with them honorably.” (4:19)
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He must feed her when he is fed and clothe her when he is
clothed. He must also discipline her if he fears Nushooz
(recalcitrance on her part) inthe way that Allah 2% has ordered
the women to be disciplined. First, he is to advise her without
abusing her, swearing at her or shaming her. If she obeys him,
that is the end of the matter. If she does not obey him, then he
separates from her in their bedding. If she then reforms herself,
the matter is concluded. Otherwise, he may beat her lightly, not
in the face and not in a bruising manner or one which would
cause bleeding, tearing of the skin, breaking of a bone or the like.
These are his responsibilities in accord with the Verse:
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“As to those women on whose part you see ill-conduct,
admonish them (first), (next) refuse to share their beds,
(and last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful); but if they
return to obedience, seek not against them means (of
annoyance)...” (4:34)

The Prophet # said in response to a man who asked him what
were the rights of the wives upon them:
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“That you feed her when you feed yourself. You clothe her
when you clothe yourself. You do not strike the face. You do
not shame her and you do not boycott her except in the
house.” (Abu Dawud)

In another Hadith, it states:
ul"ﬁ"'L"‘L’J : ‘_J'G'Jl' 'I_j....:-q-_: .,}1,..5:...1.9 ,.ﬁ.a.:- '}r'lﬂ

“Verily, their nghts upon you are that you treat them well
with respect to their clothing and food.” (A4¢-Tirmidhi and
Ibn Majah)
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Yet another Hadith states:
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“A believing man does not dislike a believing woman. If he

dislikes one character in her, he is pleased with another.”
(Muslim)

2

He must teach her what she must necessarily know of her
religion, if she is not already knowledgeable of it. If he does
not or cannot, he must permit her to attend the lectures or
gatherings in which she can attain such knowledge. This is
because her need to correct her religion and purify her soul is
no less than her need for food and drink, that one is obliged
to supply her with. This is based on Allah’s saying:
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“O you who believel Ward off yourselves and your
families against a Fire (Hell)... " (66:6)

The wife is part of the family and it is obligatory to protect her
from the Hell-fire through faith and good deeds. Good deeds are
definitely 1n need of knowledge and recognition so that one¢ can
actually fulfill and execute them in the way that they are
demanded by the Shari ‘ah.

Furthermore, the Prophet # said:
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“T advise you to treat women well, for they are like
captives under your control.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

This admonition includes teaching them what they need to know
to rectify their religion and to educate them in what is necessary
for her to know in order to follow the right path and proper
manner in every affair.

-

3. He must make her adhere to the Islamic teachings and
manners. He should rebuke her whenever she may go against
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those teachings. He must prevent her from appearing without
Hijab and displaying her beauty. He must keep her from
mixing with men other than her male relatives that she
cannot marry. At the same time, he must give her all the
means that protect her properly and guard over her. He
cannot permit her to do any act that will harm her character
or religion, He should not give her any opportunity to go
against the commands of Allah % and His Messenger # and
to be disobedient. This is because this is his guardianship
and he will be asked about it. He is responsible to protect it
and guard it, as Allah & has said:

[v6 L] W B AB )1
“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women...”
(4:34)
Alldh’s Messenger # said:
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“The man is responsible for his household and he will be
asked about his guardianship.” (4/-Bukhdari and Muslim)

4. He must be just between his wife and her co-wives, if she has
co-wives. He must be equitable with respect to food, drink,
clothing, living with and sleeping in their beds. He cannot be
unequal in any of these matters nor can he wrong or oppress
any of his wives,

Allah #& has forbidden that in His words:
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*...but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly
(with them), then only one or (slaves) that your right hands
possess.” (4:3)

Furthermore, Allah’s Messenger # has advised that they be treated
in the best manner when he said:
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“The best of you is the best to his family and I am the best
to my family.” (A¢-Tabarani)

5. The husband must not spread her private aspects to others,
nor should he mention her shortcomings to others. Heis
supposed to be a type of guardian and entrusted one for her.
He should seek her welfare and defend her honor.

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“The people in the worst position in Allah’s sight on the
Day of Resurrection is a man he goes to his wife and she to
him and he then spreads her secrets.” (Mus/lim)

2. The Rights of the Husband Upon the Wife

It is obligatory upon the wife to fulfill the following rights and
etiquette towards her husband:

1. She must obey him in matters that are not disobedience to
Allah #&. Allah has says:
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“,..but if they retun to Dbedience-, seck not against them
means (of annoyance).” (4:34)

Allah’s Messenger 4 said:
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“If a man calls his wife to his bed and she does not come,
such that he then spends that night angered with her, the

angels curse her until the morning.” (A/-Bukhari and
Muslim)
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The Prophet # also said:
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“If T were to order anyone to prostrate oneself to anyone
else I would order a wife to prostrate herself to her
husband.” (4bu Dawud)

She must also protect the honor and dignity of her husband.
She must also protect his wealth, children and other aspects
of his household. This is based on Allah’s statement:
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““...Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient (to
Allah and their husbands), and guard in the husband’s
absence what Allah orders them to guard...” (4:34)

Alladh’s Messenge # said:
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“The wife is the guardian over the house of her husban
and his children.” (4l-Bukhari and Muslim)

He # also said:
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“Their rights over you (wives) 1s that you do not ailow
anyone whom they dislike onto your bedding and you do

not allow anyone whom they dislike into your house.”
(At-Tirmidhi)

The wife must not leave the house except with her husband’s
permission and approval. She must also lower her gaze, keep
her voice low, keep her hands from reaching out to anything
evil and keep her tongue from any lewd or foul speech. She
also must not harm his parents or near relatives.
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This is because Alladh & has said:
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“And stay m your houses, and do not display yourselves
like that of the times of ignorance.” (33:33)
Allah & also says:
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“...be not soft in speech, lest those in whose heart isa
disease should be moved with desire...” (33:32)

Another Verse states:
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“Allah does not like that evil should be uttered in
public...” (4:148)

Allah 3 also says:
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“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from
looking at forbidden things), and protect their private parts

(from 1illegal sexual acts) and not to show off their
adornment except only that which is apparent...” (24:31)

Alldh’s Messenger # said:
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“The best woman is the one who when you look at her, you
are pleased; when you order her, she obeys; if you are

absent from her, she guards herself and your property.”(At-
Tabarani)

Allah’s Messenger %= also said:
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“Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from attending
Alldh’s mosques. If the wife of any of you should seek

permission to go to the mosque, do not prevent her.”
(Muslim)

And he () also said:
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“Permit your wives to go at night to the mosques.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Etiquette with Close Relatives

A Muslim adheres to the same behavior and manners with his
close relatives as he does with respect to his parents, children and
siblings. He treats his maternal aunt like his mother and his
paternal uncle like his father. He behaves in the same way toward
his aunts and uncles as he does to his parents, with obedience,
dutifulness and goodness. Everyone for which he and they share
a common link of the womb is his relative, regardless whether he
be Muslim or non-Muslim. It is then obligatory upon him to have
good relations with them, treat them kindly and have goodness
toward them. He must treat them in the same manner and with
the same rights that he treats his father or child. He respects the
clder among them and shows mercy for the younger among them.
He visits them when they are ill. He pays them condolences
when they are afflicted. He keeps ties of relations with them even
if they should cut them off. He is soft and gentle with them even
if they should be harsh and hard with him. All of this he does in
order to follow and obey what is stated in the following Hadith
and Verses:
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“...and fear Allah through Whom you demand (your
mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs
(kinship).” (4:1)

Alldh 2 also says:
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“And blood relations among each other have closer
personal ties in the Decree of Allah..." (33:6)

In another Verse Alldh &= says:
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“Would you then, if you are given the authority, do mischief
in the land, and sever your ties of kinship?" (47:22)

Acain, Allah 5 says:
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“So give to the kindred his due. and to Al-Miskin (the poor)
and to the wayfarer. That is best for those who seek Allah’s
Countenance; and it is they who will be the successful.”
(30:38)
Allah also says:
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“Verily, Allah enjoins Al-‘Adl (i.e. justice and worshipping
none but Alldh Alone — Islimic Monotheism) and Al-Thsan
giving (help) to kith and kin...” (16:90)

Yet another Verse states:
Gl S35 2] SIS EL’:“M ,..\‘J_, AP {@ %1»
Al T AT AN G JUT (8t T
¥ alal] & SR 80 ) 2N "’\_J_;JL

“Worship Alldh and join none with Him (in worship): and
do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, Al-Masdkin (the
poor), the neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbour who
IS a stranger, the companion by your side, the wayfarer (you
meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands possess.”
(4:36)

Allah 2= also says:
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“And when the relatives and the orphans and 4/-Masakin
(the poor) are present at the time of division, give them out

of the property, and speak to them words of kindness and
justice.” (4:8)

Allah’s Messenger # said: Allah has said:
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“I am the Merciful. As for the womb (4l-rahm), 1 have
derived its name from one of My names. Whoever keeps

its ties, 1 shall keep his ties. And whoever cuts off, I shall
cut him off.” (A¢-Tirmidhi)

Allah’s Messenger # was asked with whom he should be most
dutiful. He (ﬁ) answered:
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“Your mother, then your mmher, then your mother, then
your father, then those closest to you followed by those
next closest to you.”
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The Prophet 3 was also asked about what deeds would take one
to Paradise and keep one far from Hell and he answered:
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“Worship Alldh and do not associate anything with Him,

establish the prayer, pay the Zakat and keep the ties of
kinship.” (Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

He was once asked about the maternal aunt and he said:
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“She has the same status as the mother.” (4/-Bukhari and
Muslim)

He # also said:
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“Giving charity to the poor is an act of charity. Giving
charity to a relative is both an act of charity and an act of
keeping the ties of kin.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)
Asma bint Abu Bakr L= & -, asked Alldh’s Messenger
whether she should keep ties of relationship with her mother
who had come to visit her from Makkah and she was a
polytheist. He said to her:
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“Yes, maintain the ties of kinship with your mother.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Etiquette with Respect to One’s Neighbors

A Muslim recognizes the rights that a neighbor has over his
neighbors, as well as the etiquette that the neighbors must share
with respect to one another. They must fulfill these aspects
completely. Allah 3% has said in the Qur’an,
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*...and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, A-Masakin (the
poor), the neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a
stranger...” (4:36)

Allah’s Messenger # once said:
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“(Gabriel kept advising me concemning the neighbor to the
point that I thought he would inherit (from his neighbor).”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

He i also said:
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“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should be
generous to his neighbor.” (A/-Bukhari and Muslim)

1. He should not harm his neighbor, neither by his action or his
speech. Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should not
harm his neighbor.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

There is also the following Hadith:
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“By Allah, he is not a believer, by Alldh, he is not a
believer,” It was said to him, **Who is that, O Allah’s
Messenger 7" He said, “The one from whose affairs his
neighbor is not safe.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

When asked about a woman who fasted during the day and spent
the night in prayer but she would harm her neighbors. Allah’s
Messenger # said:
uﬂfﬂ & A
“She is in the Hell-fire.” ( A-Hakim)

i

One should demonstrate goodness towards one neighbor by:
helping them when they seek help, assisting them 1f they seek
assistance, visiting them when they fall ill, congratulating
them if something pleasing occurs to them, giving them
condolences upon afflictions, helping them if they are in need,
being the first to greet them, being kind in speech to them,
being gentle in one’s speech to the neighbor’s children,
guiding them to what is best for their religion and worldly
life, overlook their mistakes, not attempt to look into their
private matters, not constrain them due to one’s building or
renovations or along the walkway, and not to harm them by
letting one’s trash onto their property or in front of their
household. All of those actions form part of the goodness that
one is ordered to perform in Allah’s command quoted above:
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**...the neighbor who fis near of kin, the neighbor who 1s a
stranger...” (4:36)
And in the Allah’s Messenger % words:
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“Whoever behex-es im Allah and the Last Day should do
well to his neighbor.” (Muslim)

-

3. He should be generous to his neighbors by extending any type
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of kindness and goodness to them. As the Prophet 4 said:
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“O Muslim women, none of you ShDuld look down upon a

gift she receives from a female neighbor, evenifitbe a
meatless foot of a sheep.” (Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

The Prophet : also said to Abu Dharr .2
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“O Abu Dharr, when you prepare stew, increase its water and
deliver it to some of your neighbors.” (Muslim)

When ‘Aisha L= & =, told Allah’s Messenger # that she had
two neighbors and wanted to know which of them to givea
present to, he said:
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“The one whose door is closest to yours.” (4/-Bukhari)

4. He should also show his neighbor respect and courtesy. He
should not prevent him from putting wood on his wall. He
should not sell or rent what is connected or close to his land

unless he offers it to him first.

Allah’s Messenger # has alluded to this when he said:
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“None of you should prevent his neighbor from putting wood
on his wall.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger 4 also said:
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“Whoever has a neighbor sharing a garden or a partner
should not sell it until he offers it to him first.” (4/-Bukharr)

Two important points:

First; A Muslim knows whether he has treated his neighbors well
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or if he wronged them. When Allah’s Messenger 3 was asked
about that, he said:
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“If you hear them saying, “You have done well,” then you
have done well. If you hear them saying, ‘You have done
evil,” then you have done evil.”(4hmad)

Second: If a Muslim is harmed by his neighbor, he should be
patient as this will be a cause for the problem to end. A man
came to Allah’s Messenger % to complain about his neighbor and
he (%) told him:
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“To be patient. The third or fourth time he complained,
Alldh’s Messenger # told him to put his belongings in the
path. He did so and when the people tried to pass by 1t,
they would ask why he did that and he would say that his
neighbor had harmed him. They would then curse that
neighbor until the neighbor said to him, Take back your
belongings to your place as, by Allah, I will not repeat
what [ have done.” (4bu Dawud)
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Etiquette and Rights of Muslims in General

A Muslim believes that his brother Muslim has certain rights and
etiquette that one must fulfill. He must adhere to these matters
and fulfill them for his brother Muslim. He believes that this 1s a
form of worship of Alldh and a means of getting closer to Allah
&. This is because it is Alldh 3 who has laid down these rights
and manners and obligated them upon Muslims in their behavior
toward other Muslims. Therefore, the one who does them, no
doubt, is obeying Alldh & and is getting closer to Him.

These etiquette and rights include the following:

1. One should greet a Muslim when he meets him and before he
speaks to him. This is done by saying:
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“Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah.”
He shakes his hand and the other Muslim replies to his greeting:
(55 4l dasg 7 pos) e
“And upon you be peace, the mercy of Alldh and His blessings.”
This is in accord with Allah’s statement:
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“And when you are greeted with a greeting, grf:-et In return
with what is better than it, or (at least) return it equally.”
(4:86)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
Ao G caelll LB Ly (sl B s Al
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“The one nding should greet the one walking. The one
walking should greet the one sitting. And the smaller group
should greet the larger group.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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He # also said:
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“The angels are shocked at a Muslim who passes by
another Muslim and does not greet him.”
He # also said:
s Tl wew o 57 e N7 2t B
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“One should greet those people that he knows as well as

those people that he does not know.” (A/l-Bukhari and
Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # stated:
o we s uge  Bldy o S iwee o ¥ un gk
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“There are no two Muslims who meet and shake each

others hand except that they are forgiven before they
separate from each other.” (4bu Dawud)

In another Hadith, Allah’s Messenger # stated:
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“If somecone begins speaking before making the greetings,
he should not be responded to until he gives the proper
greetings.” (Al-Tabarani)

2. If the Muslim sneezes and then praises Allah, one must
respond by saying:
! iLi_;_:én
“May Allah have mercy on you.”
The one who sneezed then responds:
l{;._gjff C'«L'a"} 2 5 bl F,_ji,_}e; _gf'l ik ‘_,Jf}dj\ i,...uﬂ
“May Allah forgive me and you,” or, “May Alldh guide
you and set your affairs aright.”

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“If one of you sneezes then his brother should say to him,
‘May Allah have mercy on you.’ If his brother says, ‘May

Alldh have mercy on you,” he should say to him, ‘May
Allah guide you and set your affairs aright.’” (4/-Bukhdri)

Abu Hurairah & said: When the Prophet # would sneeze, he
would put his hand or his clothing over his mouth and muffle the
sound with it.” (4l-Bukhdri and Muslim)

3. He should visit his brother when he falls ill and should ask
Allah & to cure him. This is based on the Prophet’s Hadith:
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“The rights of a Muslim upon another Muslim are five:
replying to his greeting, visiting the one who is ill,
following the funeral procession, responding to his

inyitation and responding to him when he sneezes.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The Companion Al-Bara bin Azib ¢ said:
chalsy o Rl #55 c i) 33t A b J3ls Gl
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“Allah’s Messenger % ordered us to visit the 111, follow the
funeral procession, respond to the one who sneezed, fulfill
the oath for the one who made an oath, help the oppressed,

respond to the one who is inviting and spread the
salutations.” (4/-Bukhari)
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Allah’s Messenger £ also said:
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“Visit the 1ill, feed the hungry and free the captive.”
(Al-Bukhari)

‘Aisha << -, stated that the Prophet % visited one of his family
and wiped them with the right hand and said:
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“O Allah, the Lord of mankind, remove the harm. Cu;re

them, for You are the Curer and there is no cure except for
Your cure, a cure that leaves no disease.” (4/-Bukhari)

A Muslim should attend the funeral of his brother Muslim.
This is based on the Prophet’s Hadith:
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“The rights of a Muslim upon another Muslim are five:
replying to his greeting, visiting the one who is ill,
following the funeral procession, responding to his

invitation and responding to him when he sneezes.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

He should fulfill his oath if he makes an oath upon him
concerning something and there is nothing illegal in that
oath. Therefore, the person should do whatever he has made
an oath for his sake, so that he does not violate his oath. This
is based on the statement of Al-Bara bin Azib <
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“Allah’s Messenger # ordered us to visit the ill, follow the
funeral procession, respond to the one who sneezed, fulfill
the oath for the one who made an oath, help the oppressed,
respond to the one who is inviting and spread the
salutations.” (A/-Bukhdri)
6. He must give him sincere advice whenever he asks for
advice concerning any matter or affair. That is, he should

make 1t clear to him what he sees is the good or correct
approach. This is based on the Prophet’s words;
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“If your brother seeks your sincere advice, give him sincere
advice.” (Muslim)

The Prophet # also said:
--.‘f"ra P I R R e 111 ¢ = Trod = E oy Pod
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“The religion is sincere advice.” He was asked, “To
whom?” He replied, “To Allah, His book, His Messenger,
the leaders of the Muslims and their masses.” (Muslim)

Any particular Muslim is a member of the general masses.

7. He must love for his brother what he loves for himself and
dislike for his brother what he dislikes for himself The
Prophet # said:
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“None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother
what he loves for himself and he dislikes for him what he
dislikes for himself.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
-: ’*’5 '.JF-'— 2 'J =it 5 At § A . <8 53 o
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“The similitude of the believers in their love, mercy and
compassion toward one another is like that of a body, if

one limb is in pain, the rest of the body suffers
sleeplessness and fever.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

He () also said:
ks B oIS .n,.;uk_,q
“A believer with respect to another believer is like a

building, one part strengthens and reinforces the other.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

8. He must support him and may not leave him to fend for
himself in any situation in which he needs his support and
help. Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Help your brother (whether he be) the oppressor or the
oppressed.”

Allah’s Messenger % was asked, “How can we help him when he
is the oppressor?” He answered:
(N _1}}..4:..- JJ& u-LLtB ;,..:j::...:._]}:m_, S5 *J; 1:—[;3}

“Keep him from his oppression. That is how one helps
him.” (Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
R A PR R I LA e A

“A ’\dushm is a brother to another Muslim, he does not
wrong him, forsake him or scorn him.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger 4 also said:
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“No Muslim defends another Muslim in a place where his
honor 1s being disregarded and what is not allowed to be
done towards him is being done except that Alldh will then
defend that Muslim in a place in which he lovesto be
defended. And no Muslim forsakes another Muslim when
his honor is being violated except that Allah will also
forsake him at a time in which he would love to be
helped.” (Ahmad)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Whoever defends his brother’s honor will have Alldh turn his
face away from the Hell-fire on the Day of Resurrection,”

9. He should not afflict him with anything harmful or disliked
by him. This is because Allah’s Messenger % said:

(5 e ges pm (il o Lot oo
“Every Muslim is inviolable to any other Muslim, (this is
true for) his life, his wealth and his honor.” (Muslim)

He (32) also said:
(1% gfj:jdl,,l.,q} Lg}',:x’]l
“It 1s not allowed for a Muslim to scare another Muslim.”
(Ahmad and Abu-Dawud)

And he (2) said:
“—u.'._y _,L:..;a.;—ldji . ._Jlr,,L__A,EuL-,:U:"ﬂn

“It 1s not allowed for a Mushm to point to his brother with
a look that harms him.” (4Amad)

In another Hadith, the Prophet # stated:
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*Allah dislikes for believers to be hﬁed.”(Ahma@
Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“A Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hand the
Muslims are safe.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

And, finally, another Hadith states:
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“A believer i1s one from whom the believers’ lives and
wealth are secure.” (Ahmad)

10. A Muslim should be humble toward his brother and never be
arrogant toward him. He also should not make him stand
from a permissible place in order to take his seat. Alldh &

has said:
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“And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor

walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not
each arrogant boaster.” (31:18)

Allah’s Messenger # stated:
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*Allah revealed to me that people should be humble with one
another to the point that none boasts over another.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
Cdl s Y1 & A Cﬁlﬁ L
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“No one is humble for the sake of Allah except that Allah
then raies him (in status and virtue).” (Muslim)
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[t 1s well-known that Allah’s Messenger 4% was humble towards
every Muslim although he was the leader of the Messengers.
Furthermore, he would not be too proud to walk with and meet
the needs of a widow or indigent. He stated:
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“O Allah, give me life as a Miskeen, give me death as a

Miskeen, and resurrect me in the gathering of the
Miskeens.” (Ibn Majah)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“None of you should make a man stand up from his place of
sitting and then take his seat. Instead, he should spread out
and make room (for everyone).” (A/-Bukhari and Muslim)

. A Muslim should not boycott another for more than three
days. This is based on the Pmphet s statement:
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“It is not allowed for a Muslim to boycott his brother for
more than three days, when they meet each other, each one
turns away from the other. The best of them is the one who
begins with the greeting (of Salaam).” (Al-Bukhari and
Muslim)

He (%) also said:
- . oy S ag- ’:f
(Gl 5| ISte 15555 137510 Y
“Do not avoid one another: but be brethren servants of
Allah.” (Muslim)

Avoiding 1s a type of boycotting, where each Muslim gives his
back to the other and avoids him.
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12. A Muslim should not backbite, scorn, insult or ridicule
another, Nor should he call another by offensive nicknames
or spread evil tales about him. This is based on Alldh’s
speech:
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“O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion; indeed some
suspicions are sins. And spy not, neither backbite one
another. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead
brother? You would hate it =0 hate backbiting).” (49:12)

Alldh 2% has also said:
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“O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group,
it may be that the latter are better than the former. Not let
(some) women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter
are better than the former. Nor defame one another; nor
insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it to insult
one’s brother after having Faith. And whosoever does not
repent, then such are indeed Zdliniin (wrongdoers).” (49:11)

(The following Hadith are very relevant):
Allah’s Messenger # said:
H?i’;;:jh 5 :_j}j_l..'.l:i“
“Do you know what backbiting is?”

They (the Companions) said, “Allah and His Messenger 4 know
best.” He # said:
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“It is to mention something about your brother that he
dislikes.”

They said, “Even if what you said is truly found in your
brother?” He (%) said:
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“If what you said is truly found in him, you have

backbitten him. If it is not truly found in him, then you
have slandered him.” (Muslim)

During the farewell pilgrimage, Allah’s Messenger # stated:
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“Verily, it is forbidden for you to transgress against your
(brothers) lives, wealth and honor.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
i # o AR -\’ e B Y 1= d Bt T
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“Every Muslim is mvmlable to any other Muslim, (this 1s
true for) his life, his wealth and his honor.” (Muslim)

In another Hadith, Allah’s Messenger # stated:
(8 l:.:f-..ﬂ J.-)-.Ju Y
“The tale spreader shall not enter Paradise.” (4n-Nasa i)

13. A Muslim should not revile another, dead or alive, without
due right. This is based on the Prophet’s statement:
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“Abusing a Muslim i1s wickedness and fighting against him is
Kufr (i.e. very grave and great sin).” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger % also said:
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“A person does not cast any person with wickedness or
unbelief except that it returns to him if it was not becoming
his companion (whom he labeled such).”

He # also said:
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“When two people revile each other, the blame is on the

one who began the charges, as long as the one wronged
does not go beyond what is proper.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Do not abuse the dead, for they have rcached the result of
the (deeds) they put forth.” (4/-Bukhari)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
Sl L,th’-v Qu,_, 1)j1_, 11 L},)Jq : J;ngin g

Gt BER iy Al 5 J,,)nu;z s 06
“Reviling one’s parents is one of the greatsins.” It was
said, “Does anyone revile his parents?” He said, “Yes, a
person reviles aman’s father and then that man reviles his
father and reviles his mother and then he reviles his
mother.” (A[-Bukhari and Muslim)

14. A Muslim should not be envious towards another Muslim,
nor should he have bad thoughts about him, have hatred for
him or spy upon him. Allah % has said n the Qur’fm:
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“Q you who believe! Avoid much suspicion, indeed some

suspicion is sinful. And spy not on one another, nor
backbite one another.” (49:12)
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“Why then, did not the bﬂ]ievers, men and women, when you

heard it (the slander), think good of their own people ...”
(24:12)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Do not envy one another. Do not hate one another. Do not
look for each others’ faults. Do not inflate prices against
each other. And be brethren, servants of Alldh.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Avoid suspicion for suspicion is the falsest of speech.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

15. A Mushm should also not deceive or cheat his brother
Muslim. Alladh 2= has said:
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“And those who ammoy believing men and women
undeservedly, they bear (on themselves) the crime of
slander and plain sin.” (33:58)

Allah also says:
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“And whoever eamms a fault or a sin and then throws it on
to someone innocent, he has indeed burdened himself with
falsehood and manifest sin.” (4:112)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Whoever carries weapons against us or cheats us is not
one of us.” (Musfim)

He i also said:
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“Whoever makes an oath of allegiance should say, ‘Do not
be deceiving (toward this trust).’” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“If Allah puts any servant (human) in charge of a people
and at the time of his death he was deceiving or cheating

those over whom he was in charge, Allah will forbid
Paradise for him.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

There is also the Hadith of Allah’s Messenger i:
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“Whoever contrives to make a man’s wife or slave-woman
act lewdly 1s not from us.” (4bu-Dawud)

16. A Muslim should not double-cross his Muslim brother, nor
should he belie him or delay in repaying a debt he owes him.

Allah & has said in the Qur’an:
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“O believers! Fulfill (your) obligations.” (5:1)
Allah % also says in the description of the pious:
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“(Those) who fulfill their covenant when they make it”
(2:177)
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Allah & also said:
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“And fulfill (every) covenant. Verily, the covenant, will be
questioned about.” (17:34)

Allah’s Messenger 4= said:
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“There are four characteristics, if a person possesses all of
them, he is a pure hypocrite. If a person possesses one of
them, then he possesses a characteristic of hypocrisy until
he abandons that characteristic. (The four are:) when he
makes a pact, he acts treacherously; when he speaks, he
lies; when he promises, he breaks his promise; and when
he disputes, he goes beyond what is proper behavior.” (4/-
Bukhari and Muslim)

Alldh’s Messenger £ also said:
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“Allah has said, ‘There are three people for whom I will be
an adversary on the Day of Resurrection: A man who is
given something for My sake then he is disloyal, a man
who sells a free man and devours what he got for his price
and a man who hires another man and gets work from him

but he does not give him his wages.”
Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Delaying in repayment by one who has the meansisa
type of wrongdoing. And if one of you is referred to a man
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of means, he should follow him up.” (4/-Bukhari and
Muslim)

17. A Muslim must treat his brother in a good way, he should do
good things for him and keep him away from harm. When he
meets him, he should have a smiling face. He should accept
the good things from his brother and forgive his evil deeds.
He should not bear his brother with more than that which he
is capable. He also should not seek knowledge from an
ignorant person nor should he expect eloquence from who
one is incapable in speech.

Allah & has said:
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“Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away
form the foolish.” (7:199)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Fear Alldh wherever you are. And follow up an evil deed

with a good deed, it will erase it. And behave towards the
people with a good behavior.” (41-Hdakim)

18. A Muslim must show his fellow Muslim the required respect
if he is elderly and he must show compassion for him if he is
young.

Alldh’s Messenger # stated:
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“The one who does not show respect to our elderly or
mercy for our young is not from among us.” (4bu Dawud)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“(Verily,) part of glorifying Allah is to show respect to the
gray-haired Muslims (i.e., the elderly).” (4bu Dawud)

He % also said:
“The older, the older,”
Meaning to begin with the older people.

It is also known that the people would bring their young children
to Allah’s Messenger # in order to invoke blessings for them and
to name them. They would put them on his lap. Indeed,
sometimes a small child would even urinate while sitting on the
Prophet’s lap. It is also narrated that when Allah’s Messenger 4
would return from a journey, the young children would greet
him. He would stop to meet them and have them raised up to
him. They would be in front of him and behind him. He even
ordered his Companions to carry some of them out of his mercy
for the young children.

19. A Muslim must treat his Muslim brother in a just manner,
give him his full rights, and deal with him n the way that he
would like to be dealt with. -

Alldh’s Messenger % said:
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“A slave does not have complete faith until he possesses
three characteristics: giving while in a state of poverty,
giving full rights to others and spreading the greetings.”
(Al-Bukhart)

Alldh’s Messenger % also said:
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| 5%
“Whoever likes to be saved from the Hell-fire and entered
into Paradise should reach his destined time of death while
he testifies that there is none worthy of worship except
Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger,
and he gives to the people what he likes for them to give to
him.”(4l-Kharaiti)

20. A Muslim must pardon his brother’s slips and conceal his
private matters. He also should not eavesdrop, intentionally
or unintentionally, on others’ speech. Allah % says:

E o g g hws A et %
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“So forgive them, and‘ overlook (their misdeeds). Verily,
Allah loves Al-Muhsinuin (good-doers).” (5:13)

Allah & has also said:
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“But if the killer is forgiven by the brother (or the relatives)
of the killed against blood money, then adhering to it with

fairness and payment of the blood money to the heir should
be made in fairness..” (2:178)

Allah also says:

P
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“Whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward 1s
- with Allah.” (42:40)

He, the Exalted, has also said:
BE e Pp o b e AR e h o BT
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“Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love that Allah
should forgive you?” (24:22)

In another Verse Allah % states:
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“Verily, those who like that (the crime of) illegal sexual
intercourse  should be propagated among those who

believe, they will have a painful torment in this world and
in the Hereafter:...” (24:19)

Allah’s Messenger # stated:
(e N iR 2 315 W
“Allah adds honor to the one who forgives.”(Muslim)

In another Hadith states:
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“You should overlook the one who wrongs you.”’(Ahmad)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
“;.:tﬂh f-"’ m‘;:;l:uz\jl‘ L;leusﬁ:i_;?j& 313}
“No slave conceals another slave in this world except that

Allah  conceals (his faults) on the Day of
Resurrection.”(Muslim)

Alladh’s Messenger # also said:
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“0 gathering of people who believe with their tongues but
in whose heart faith has not entered, do not backbite the
Muslims and do not seek their private matters. Whoever
seeks the private matter of his brother Muslim Allah will
follow up his private matter and expose it even if it is in the
innermost portion of his house.”(4hmad)

—

Yet another Hadith states:
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“Whoever listens to the statement of a people and they

dislike him shall have lead poured into his ear on the Day
of Resurrection.” (A/-Bukhari)

21. A Muslim should help his brother if he is in need of his help
and he should intercede on his behalf to fulfill his needs if he
has the ability to do so. This is based on Allah’s statement:
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“Help you one another in A/-Birr and At-Tagwa (virtue,
righteousness and piety)...” (3:2)

Allah % also says:
b --;-’,_.f.-fr'.'.'f.-';"‘."”-s’
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“Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have the
reward thereof...” (4:85)

Allah’s Messenger 3 said:
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“Whoever rescues a Muslim from a distress of the
distresses of this world. Allah will rescue him from a
distress on the Day of Resurrection. For whoever makes
things easy for one in hardship, Allah will make this world
and the Hereafter easy. Whoever conceals (the faults of a
brother), Allah will conceal his faults in this world and the
Hereafter. Allah assists a slave as long as the slave is
assisting his brother.” (Muslim)
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Allah’s Messenger 4 also said:
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“‘Intercede on each other’s behalf and you shall be

rewarded.” Allah decrees upon the tongue of His Prophet
what He wills”. (4/-Bukhdari and Muslim)

22. A Muslim should give his brother refuge if he asks him for
the sake of Alldh and he should give him if he asks him by
Alldh. He should respond to the good that the other does to
him by similar good deeds or he should pray for him. Allah’s
Messenger # said:
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“Give protection to the one who seeks your protection for
the sake of Alldh. If a person asks you by Alldh, you
should give to him. If someone invites you, you should
respond to him. If someone does some good to you, you
should respond in a similar fashion. If you are not able to
respond in a similar fashion, you should pray for the person
until you feel that you have met what he has done.”
(Ahmad)
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Etiquette with the Disbelievers

A Muslim believes that all of the other religions and ways of life
are false. Their adherents are all disbelievers. Only the religion
of Islam is the true religion. Only the adherents of Islam are
believers and Muslims.

This 1s based on Allah’s statements:
[V4:01 e JT] € 210N A1 e ZATE ¥
“Truly, the religion with Allah is only Islam.” (3:19)
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will
never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be
one of the losers.” (3:85)

And he Said:
(AN K TS P CHOW RN F K e B
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“This day, I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion.” (5:3)

From these truthful statements from the Lord, a Muslim
recognizes that all of the religions from before Islam are
abrogated by Islam and that Islam is the religion for all of
humanity. Alldh & will not accept any other religion from
anyone. He also will not be pleased with any other way of life or
law. Therefore, a Muslim understands that whoever does not
submit to Allah in Islam 1s an disbeliever.

Therefore, the following etiquette are a must upon him:

. A Muslim cannot accept or be pleased with the unbelief of
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the disbelievers. Approving of Kufr (unbelief) is an act of
Kufr in itself.

2. He should dislike the disbeliever because of Allah’s dislike
for him. This is because love must be for the sake of Allah as
well as hatred. As long as Allah 35 dislikes him for the Kufr
that he has, a Muslim must also dislike him because of
Allah’s dislike for him.

3. A Muslim cannot give his loyalty or love for a non-Muslim.
Alléh 2 has said:
[YA: Ol ue JT] %Wzy“d_ng‘ .LJJTJJA_{!” "d.li.u...;q %’

“Let not the believers take the disbelievers as Auliya
(supporters, helpers) instead of the believers...” (3:28)

Allah & has also said:
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“You (O Muhammad #) will not find any people who
believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad

%), even though they were their fathers or their sons or
their brothers or their kindred (people).” (58:22)

4. A Mushlim, though, must also be just and righteous and do
good to disbeliever, as long as he 1s not from those people
who are openly fighting Islam.

Allah #& has said in the Qur’an:
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“Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with
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those who fought not against you on account of religion
nor drove you from your homes. Verily, Alldh loves whose
who deal with equity.” (60:8)

This noble verse has allowed dealing justly and doing well to
disbelievers, the only exception being those non-Muslims who
fought against Islam and Muslims. That latter group is to be
dealt with in a special way with their own particular rulings.

5. A Muslim should have mercy for disbelievers, a type of
general compassion for all of mankind. He should feed him
if he is very hungry or give him water if he is thirsty. He may
give him medicine if he is ill, to save him from his
destruction. He should also keep him from being harmed.
This 1s based on the Prophet’s statement:
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“Have mercy toward those on the Earth and the One in the
Heavens will have mercy on you.” (At-Tabarant)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
“There is a reward (for serving) everything with a moist liver
(that is, every living creature).” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

6. A Muslim may not harm a non-Muslim, who is not fighting
against Islam, with respect to his wealth, blood or honor. A
Hadith states:

2 T S 7 e .JD,.. g % 3= i - A oL
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“Allah has said, ‘O My slaves, I have forbidden oppression

for Myself and have made it forbidden among you.
Therefore, do not commit oppression.”” (Muslim)

The Prophet % also said:
G p g e O s T L
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“Whoever harms anon-Muslim citizen (of the Islamic State),
then I will be his opponent on the Day of Resurrection.” 11!

7. It is permissible for a Muslim to give gifts to a non-Muslim
and to accept their gifts. He may also eat their food if the
person 1s from the People of the Book or, in other words, a
Jew or Christian. This is based on the verse,

[0 su6L] «éﬁ}-wﬁ” i1 &jfrﬁﬁj ¥
“The food (slaughtered animals) of the People of the Book
1s permissible for you.” (5:5)
Furthermore, it 1s confirmed that Allah’s Messenger & was
invited to eat the food ofaJew in Madina and he responded to
the mvitation and ate from their food.

8. It is not allowed for a non-Muslim male to marry a believing
woman but it is allowed for a man to marry a woman from
the People of the Book. Alldh has categorically denied the
permissibility of a believing woman marrying any ofthe
disbelievers in the Verse:

[V hacianll] %;ﬂuﬁ;ﬁﬁjfﬂt}?;‘i
“They are not lawful (wives) for the disbelievers nor are
the disbelievers lawful (husbands) for them.” (60:10)

Allah 2% also says:
[YY\:s ‘H%y}i&*di;ﬂi{}*g'ﬁ%

“And give not (your daughters) in marriage to idolaters until
they believe (in Alldh alone).” (2:221)

Allah 3% has stated, concerning the permissibility of a Muslim man

Il Recorded by Muslim. [This 1s what 1t states in the text. However, this
Hadith was not recorded by Muslim atall. It is recorded by Al-Khateeb al-
Baghdadi and 15 considered a weak Hadirh. See Al-Albani, Dhaeef al-Jami
al-Sagheer, p. 767 —IJZ)]
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marrying a woman from the People of the Book:
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“(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the
believers and chaste women from those who were given the
Scripture before your time, when you have given their due
Mahr (bridal money), desiring chastity not committing illegal
sexual intercourse, nor taking them as girl-friends.” (5:5)

9. If a non-Muslim sneezes and says praises to Allah, the
Muslim should respond by saying;

=IO O [ U S
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“May Allah guide you and set your affairs aright.”

The Jews would sneeze in front of Allah’s Messenger # hoping
that he would say to them; “May Allah have mercy on you,” But
he would only say:

I AL

“May Allah guide you and set your affairs aright.”

10. A Muslim must not be the first to greet a non-Muslim with
the greeting of peace. If they should greet him, the Muslim
should say, “And upon you t00.” This is based on the Allah’s
Messenger 3z statement:

scles 0 Crsh Al side 2l i

"If the People of the Book greet you with the greetings of
peace, then say to them, ‘And upon you too.’"(Al-Bukhdari
and Muslim)

I1. When walking along a path, the Muslim should make the
non-Muslims walk along a narrow portion of the path. This
18 based on the statement of Allah’s Messenger :
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“Do not be the first to greet a Jew or Christian, If you meet
one of them along the path, force them to a narrow
portion.” (Muslim)

12. A Muslim must be different from a non-Muslim and not
imitate him, unless it be a case of necessity. For example, he
should let his beard grow if the non-Muslim shaves it. (1]

The Muslim should dye his beard if the non-Muslim does not.
The Muslim should also differ from the non-Muslims in their
dress, such as their cap. Allah’s Messenger # said:

(e 58 p a2l
“Whoever imitates a people is one of them.” (4bu Dawud)

Allah’s Messenger :# has also said:
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“Differ from the polytheists. Let your beards grow and trim
your mustaches.”(A/-Bukhari and Muslim)

He # also said:
=+:._.UZZJL>.3 Spei N @iy s S
“The Jews and Christians do not dye (their hair and beards) so
you should differ from them (on that matter).” (A/-Bukhdri)
This is referring to dying one’s beard or hair yellow or red.

However, Allah’s Messenger # prohibited dying the hair black,
in his statement:

AP [ sl IS T
“Change that— the gray hair— but avoid black (dye).” (Muslin)

] [This statement is somewhat problematic. It should not be understood that
if the non-Muslim grows a beard, the Muslim should shave his beard.
Muslims are commanded to grow their beards regardless of whether the non-

Muslims do or not. |
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Etiquette with Respect to Animals

A Muslim considers most animals to be respectable creatures. He
shows mercy to them due to the mercy of Allah for them. He also
adheres to the following manners with respect to them:

1. A Muslim feeds or gives water to an animal 1if he finds it
hungry or thirsty. This is based on the Messenger’s statement:

uj;.j e .;1:5 ..:.:i; j.% N
“There is a reward (for serving) everything with a moist
liver (that 1s, every living creature).”[!]
Another Hadith states,
=AY gy e
“Whoever does not show mercy will not be shown mercy.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
He # also said:
BRAIFRE S (R R P

“Have mercy toward those on the Earth and the one in the
Heavens will have mercy on vou.” (4t-Tabarani)

[

A Muslim should have compassion and mercy towards
animals. This is based on the Prophet’s example. When he
saw a people using a live animal for archery target practice,
he said:
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“May Alldh curse the one who uses any creature with a
soul as a target.” (Muslim)

The Prophet % also prohibited the tying down of animals to
kill thern. Once a bird was distressed because someone had

Recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Majah. 1t 1s Sahih. [Actually, 1t is also
recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim—IJZ)
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taken its young from her nest.

Allah’s Messenger # then said:
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“Who has distressed this one because of its baby. Return its
baby to her.” (4bu-Dawud)

3. The Muslim must also put the animal at ease when he is
about to slaughter it. Allah’s Messenger # has said:
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“Verily, Alldh has prescribed excellence in all things.
Thus, if you kill, kill in a good manner. If you slaughter,
slaughter in a good manner. Each of you should sharpen
his blade and spare suffering to the animal he 1s
slaughtering.” (Muslim)

4, A Muslim should never torture an animal by any means of
torture, such as grieving it, beating it, making it carry more
than it can handle, mutilating it or burning it by a fire.Allah’s
Messenger # once said:

-

;Ju11+h_,.i.-,.u._gu 2 s e 3 50 e clis
JL‘“"’"J"JS yf\i (G ) gEny b o

Hg.a;\ﬁ

“A woman entered the Hell-fire because of a cat that she

tied down. She neither fed it nor let it free to eat the
insects of the earth until 1t died.” (4/-Bukhari)

Allah’s Messenger # passed by an ant hill that had been burnt
to the ground and he said:

-
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“It 1s not becoming that anyone should punish by fire
except the Lord of the Fire.” (4bu Dawud)

5. It is permissible to kill the harmful animals, such as
voracious dogs, wolves, snakes, scorpions and rats. This is
based on the Prophet’s statement:
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“Five noxious or harmful animals are to be killed while
one is not in the state of pilgrimage or while one is in a
state of pilgrimage: the snake, the speckled raven that has

whiteness either on its back or stomach, the rat, the
voracious dog and the kite.” (Muslim)

[t 1s also confirmed from Allah’s Messenger #% that he
cursed and killed the scorpion. (A4/-Baihagi)

6. It 1s allowed to brand grazing animals in their ears for some
overriding need. The Prophet # was seen branding, by his
own hand, the camels given in charity. As for other than
camels, sheep, goats and cows, it is not allowed to brand them.
The Prophet # saw a donkey branded on his face and said:

(ag53 3 1o 72y 1o ' 5
“May Alladh curse the one who branded that one on his
face.” (Muslim)

7. One must recognize the right of Allah & conceming his
animals by paying the Zakat due on them 1f they are from the
animals concerning which one must pay Zakat.

&0

One must not become so preoccupied with animals or
playing with them that one disobeys Alldh & or does not
remember Allah properly. Allah 3= has said:
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“O you who believe! Let not your properties or your
children divert your from the remembrance of Allah.” (63:9)

Allah’s Messcngcr % stated concerning horses:
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“A horse may be kept for one of three reasons. For one
man, it may be a source of reward, for another it may be a
source of living and for yet another it may be a sinful
burden. As for the one for whom it is a source of reward,
he is the one who keeps his horse for the sake of Jihad in
Allah’s cause; he ties it with a long rope on a pasture or in
a garden. So whatever its rope allows 1t to eat will be
regarded as good rewardable deeds (for its owner). And if
it breaks off its rope and jumps over one or two hillocks,
even its dung will be considered among his good deeds. A
horse is a shelter for the one who keeps it so that he may
earn his living honestly and takes it as a refuge to keep him
from following forbidden means. But a horse is a sinful
burden for him who keeps it out of pretense and show and
with the intention of harming Muslims.” (4/-Bukhari)

These are, in general, the etiquette that a Muslim should adhere
to with respect to animals, out of obedience to Alldh 3= and His
Messenger # and out of awareness of what the Shari ‘ah of Islam
has ordered him, the Shari‘ah of mercy and the Shari'ah of
general goodness for all creatures, be they human or animal.
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Part Seven

Etiquette of the Special Brotherhood
for the Sake of Allah — Loving
and Hating for His Sake

A Muslim, as ordered by his belief in Allah, does not love anyone
he loves except for the sake of Alladh- % and he does not hate
anyone he hates except for the sake of Allah. This is because he
does not love anything except what Allah % and His Messenger
loves. Similarly, he does not dislike anything except what Allah
and His Messenger # dislike. Therefore, if Allah and His
Messenger love something, he loves it. And if they hate
something, he hates it. The evidence for this is in the Allah’s
Messenger statement:
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“Whoever loves for the sake of Allah, hates for the sake of

Allah, gives for the sake of Allah and withholds for the sake
of Allah has completed his faith.” (4bu Dawud)

Based on that, a Muslim loves and has loyalty for all of Allah’s
righteous slave. Similarly, all evil humans who go against Allah
4% and His Messenger’s commands are hated and opposed by a
Muslim. However, that does not mean that a Muslim may not
have specific brethren for which he has even a closer relationship
and even more love. The Prophet # exhorted people to take such
close friends and brethren in his statement:
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“A believer is friendly. And there isno good in one who is

neither friendly nor treated in a friendly manner.” (4-mad)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Around the Throne (of Alladh) there are pulpits of light
surrounded by people whose clothing 1s light and whose
faces are light. They are neither prophets nor martyrs but
the prophets and martyrs would be happy to be in their
state.” The people said, “O Allah’s Messenger 4, describe
them to us.” He said, “They are the ones who love for the
sake of Allah, meet together for the sake of Alldh and visit
each other for the sake of Allah.” I']

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Allah has said, ‘My Love is a right for those who visit

each other for My sake. And My Love is a right for those
who support each other for My sake.”” (4hmad)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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[!] Recorded by Al-Nasai and it is sahih. [This is not a proper statement. First
when it is said, “"Recorded by 4/-Nasai,” the meaning is recorded by 41-Nasai
m Al-Sunan Al-Sughra. However, this Hadith is not from that work but is
from Al-Sunan Al-Kubra. Second, it seems that Al-Jaza'ini is following Al-
Ghazali’s Thya again. Al-Traqi stated that the narrators of this Hadith are
trustworthy, although he fell short of declaring the Hadith sahih. Allah knows
best. See A[-Ghazali, vol. 2, p. 159—JZ]
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“Seven will be shaded by Alldh in His shade on a Day in
which there is no shade except His shade. (They are:) a just
leader; a young person who grew up in the worship of Allah;
a man whose heart is attached to the mosque when he leaves
from 1t until he returns to it; two men who love each other
for the sake of Allah, meet together for that reason and
separate for the reason; a man who remembers Allah while
all alone and his eyes become filled with tears; a man who a
woman of lineage and beauty tries to seduce but he says, ‘I
fear Allah’; and a man who gives so much in charity that his
left hand does not know what his right hand has given.”
(Al-Bukharr)

Alld.h’s Mcssenger‘% also sald o
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“A man went to visit another person and it was sald to
him, ‘Was it for some need you had with him?" He
answered, ‘No.” The questioner then said, ‘Was it due to
some blood relation that exists between you and him?’
The man said, ‘No.’ The question said, ‘Was it because
of some bounty you have with him.” He answered, ‘No.’
The questioner said, ‘Then why?’ He said, ‘I love him
for the sake of Allah.” The other then said, ‘Allah has
sent me to you informing you that He loves you because
you love that man for Allah’s sake. Paradise has become
obligatory for you.” (Muslim)

E\\
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This special brotherhood is conditioned by it being for the sake
of Allah & and completely free of any worldly needs or material
benefits. The motivating factor behind it must be for the belief in
Allah and only the belief in Allah.

As for its etiquette, one should keep the following points in mind
when choosing a special brother for the sake of Allah d=:

. The person chosen must be intelligent. There is no good in
choosing a fool as a brother or accompanying him. The
ignorant fool may end up harming the one who 1s seeking to
benefit him.

2. The person chosen to be a special brother must be a person
of good character. This is because the one who is of bad
character, even if he is intelligent, may be overcome by
desires or may decide things out of anger and this may harm
his companion.

3. The brother chosen must be fearful of Allah 5. This is
because one is not safe from the evil-doer, who disobeys his
Lord. The evil-doer may commit a crime against his
companion because he has no respect for the ties of
brotherhood. Obviously, one who does not fear Allah is not
going to fear anybody else under any circumstances.

4. The brother chosen must be one who sticks to the Qur’an and
Sunnah and is far away from any kind of deviation or
innovation. An innovator may harm his companion by some
of the evil effects of his innovation. Indeed, one must flee
from and avoid innovators and people who follow their
desires. If that is so, how could one choose him as a close

companion and brother?

One of the righteous people summarized these characteristics
when he advised his son, “O son of mine, if the need comes to
you to accompany men, then accompany the one whom if you
serve him, he will protect you; if you accompany him, he will
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make you better; if your provisions are restricted, he will give
you; if you stretch out your hand for good, he will stretch it
further; if he sees any good in you, he will reckon it for you; if he
sees evil from you, he will close it. Accompany the one whom if
you ask him, he will give you and if you are silent, he will start
talking to you. If you are afflicted with something, he will
console you. Accompany one whom if you speak, he will believe
in your speech and if you differ in any matter, he gives
preference to what you say.”
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The Rights of the Special Brotherhood
for the Sake of Allah

The following are some special rights for brotherhood:

L,

Ll

Giving financial help and assistance to one another. Each of
the brothers financially assists the other if he finds him in
need, to the point that one’s money is the other’s and there 1s
no difference between them. It is narrated that a man came to
Abu Hurairah 4 and said, “I want to become your brother
for the sake of Allah?” He told him, “Do you know what the
rights of brotherhood are?” He answered, “Inform me.” He
said, “It 1s that you have no more right over your money than
[ do.” The man replied, “I have not yet reached that stage.”
So Abu Hurairah < told him, “Then leave me.”

Each of the brothers must be willing to assist and help the
other and give the other preference over himself. He should
constantly check on his brother’s condition in the same way
that he checks on his own condition. He should give his
brother precedence over himself, his family and his children.
He should ask about him every three days. If he is sick, he
should visit him. If he is busy with something, he should
help him. If he is forgetful of something, he should remind
him. He should welcome him when he comes close. He
should make room for him when he sits. He should listen to
him attentively when he speaks.

He should not speak about his brother except in good terms.
He should not mention any of his shortcomings, either in his
presence or his absence. He should not make his secret
matters public and revealed. He should not try to delve into
what 1s bothering his soul. If he sees him walking along the
road to fulfill some need, he should not pry into his affairs
and ask him about why he is coming or going. He should
kindly order him to do what is good and prohibit him from
evil. He should not debate with him or argue with him in
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truth or falsehood. Nor should he blame him for something
or blame him concerning others.

4. He should say things about his brother that he loves to have
said about himself. He should call his brother by the names
that he likes the most. He should speak well about him in his
absence or presence. If he hears praise about his brother, he
should convey it to his brother, showing his pleasure for
such praise. He should not continue to advise his brother to
such an extent that it agitates him. He should not admonish
him in front of others. Imam Shafi’i once said:

“To admonish your brother privately is to advise him and
improve his state. But to admonish him publicly is to
disgrace him and shame him.”

5. A brother should overlook his brother’s slips and lapses. He
should conceal his faults and have good thoughts or suspicions
about his brother. Ifthe person commits a sin, either secretly
or publicly, his brother should not cut off his love for him nor
discontinue their brotherhood. Instead, he should wait for his
brother to repent and return to Allah. However, if the person
persists in his sin, then he may be stern with him and cut off
his relations; or he may continue with their brotherhood while
advising him to change his ways and continuing to advise him
with the hope that he will repent and Allah will return to
guiding him. Abu al-Dardah %, said:

“If your brother changes and is no longer how he used to be,
do not leave him on account of that. Verily, your bother goes
astray sometime and goes on the straight path at others.”

6. One must fulfill the ties of brotherhood and continue in
fulfilling them until death. If one stops them, it will ruin the
reward of the previous acts. Indeed, if the brother dies, the
ties of brotherhood pass on to his children and his close
friends. One must continue to hold these ties of brotherhood
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and fulfill them for their rightful recipients. Allah’s
Messenger # showed respect to an elderly woman who
visited him. When asked about that, he said:
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“She used to visit us during the days of Khadijah (the

Prophet’s first wife). And honoring the pact of friendship is
part of the religion.” (A/-Hdakim)

From the fulfillment of the brotherhood is the brother not
affirming the enemy of his brother. Imam Shafi’1 said:

“If your close friend obeys your enemy, then they are
sharing in their enmity against you.”

7. Part of this brotherhood is that one brother does not request of
his brother what would be difficult for him to fulfill. He
should not request of him anything that he is not pleased with.
He also should not try to take advantage of his brother’s
influence or wealth. He also should not insist upon him to do
a deed. The foundation of this entire brotherhood is being
brothers for the sake of Alldh. Therefore, it must not be turned
into a friendship for the sake of worldly benefit or restraining
some harm. In the same way that he does not burden his
brother, his brother should not burden him. If they were to do
so, it would affect their pure brotherhood and lessen their
reward that they hope to achieve. Therefore, each should try
to contain the excesses of insistence, burdening and
discomforting others and being overbearing. It is due to those
that discord, the opposite of love, comes about. It is stated in a
report:
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“I and the pious of my nation are free from being
overbearing or burdening others.”

One of the righteous said, “If one drops his formality and
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burdening, his friendship will last. And one who lessens his
needs will have long-lasting love.” The signs that one has
dropped his formality and has complete friendship are that he
does the following four things in his brother’s house: he eats in
his brother’s house, he uses the toilet in his brother’s house and
he prays and sleeps there. If he does that, his brotherhood has
become complete. Furthermore, awkwardness will have been
removed and comfort is assured.

8. A brother must pray for his brother and his children. The
same good that he prays for himself and his children he
should ask for his brother. This is because there is absolutely
no difference between the two of them, as the pact of
brotherhood has united them. He should pray for him while
he is alive or dead, present or absent.

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Whoever prays for his brother behind his back has an
angel saying to him, ‘And for you the same.” (Muslim)

One of the righteous said; ‘“Where is the likes of the righteous
brother? If a person dies, his family is dividing his wealth and
enjoying what he left behind. The pious brother is the only one
who grieves. He is concerned about what his brother is facing
and will face. He prays for him in the darkness of the night. He
asks forgiveness for him while he is under layers of earth.”
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Part Eight

Etiquette Related to Sitting
and Gathering

A Muslim’s entire life is in submission to the way of Islam.
Islam covers every aspect of a person’s life, even how a
Mushm sits and how he sits among his brethren. A Muslim
should adhere to the following manners when sitting and being
In a gathering:

|. If the Muslim desires to sit down, he should greet the people
at the gathering first. Then he should sit at the end of the
gathering. He should not make somebody else stand up and
then take his place. Similarly, he should not sit between two
people without first getting their permission.

Allah’s Messenger % said:
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“None of you should make a person stand from his place
and then take his seat. Instead, the people should spread
out or make space.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

If someone would stand from his place for Ibn Umar, Ibn Umar
would not sit in his place. Jabir bin Samurah stated:

“If we came to the gathering of Allah’s Messenger %, we
would sit at the end of the gathering.”(4bu Dawud)

Alldh’s Messenger % also stated:

-
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“Tt 1s not allowed for a person to separate between two
pecople except by their permission.”(Abu Dawud)

2. If a person stands from his seat and then returns to it, he has
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the most right to sit in his seat.
Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“If one of you stands from his place of sitting and then
returns, he has the most right to that place.”(Musiim)

3. A person should not sit in the open space in the middle of a
gathering. This is based on Hudhaifah -4 statement:
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“Allah’s Messenger % cursed the one who sat in the open
space in the middle of a gathering.” (4bu Dawud)

4. If a person sits in a gathering, he should adherc to the
following etiquette: he should sit quietly and calmly; he
should not intertwine his fingers; he should not play with his
beard or ring; he should not pick his teeth; he should not pick
his nose; he should not spit or grunt often; he should not
sneeze or yawn often; he should sit quietly without much
movement; his speech should be carefully weighed: he
should seek the truth when he speaks; he should not speak
much; he should refrain from joking and disputing; he
should not speak with amazement concerning his family or
children, or of his own achievements, material gains or of his
academic achievements, such as poetry and writing; if
somebody speaks, he should listen attentively to him; he
should not exaggerate in his delight at what he 1s hearing;
nor should he cut off a speaker or request him to repeat his
speech, as this harms the speaker.

If a Muslim adheres to these matters, he does so for two reasons.
First, he does so in order not to avoid his brethren by his
character or actions. This i1s because 1t is forbidden to harm a
Muslim, as the Hadith states:
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“A Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hand the
Muslims are safe.”

Second, this will bring about love and closeness from his
brothers. And the Shari'ah has ordered love and closeness
between the brothers.

5. If a person wants to sitin the pathways, he must adhere to
the following manners:

1. He must lower his gaze and he must not look at a believing
woman who passes by or who might be at her door or on her
balcony or looking out her window for some need. Similarly,
he should not give an envious look to anyone.

2. He must keep himself from harming anyone who passes by.
He must not harm them by his tongue, such as by cursing or
reviling them or rebuking them. He must not harm anyone
with his hand, such as striking someone or stealing
someone’s wealth and so forth. He also must not block the
path for those needing to pass.

3. He must respond to the greetings of everyone who greets
him. This is because responding to the greetings is an
obligation. Allah & says in the Qur’an:
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“When you are greeted with a greeting, respond with what
is better than it or (at least) return it equally.” (4:86)

4. He must also order what is good concerning what is being
neglected in his presence, for he will be held responsible for
the things that he witnesses. Furthermore, ordering good 1s
an obligation upon every Muslim— and 1t becomes
specifically obligatory upon him and does not fall from
being obligatory until he fulfills it. For example, if the call to
pray is given, he must order those he sees to the prayer as
that is part of the good that is obligatory. Another example is
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if a starving or naked person passes in from of him, it is
obligatory upon him to feed or clothe him if he has the
ability to do so. If he does not have such ability, he must
order others to feed or clothe them. This is because feeding
the hungry and clothing the naked are from the good that he
must order if they are not being tended to.

He must also forbid every evil that he witnesses in front of
him. This 1s because stopping evil, like ordering what is
good, is a responsibility upon every Muslim.

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Whoever of you who sees an evil must change it.”"(Muslim)

For example, if he sees a person striking another in front of him
or stealing from him, in that case, it becomes obligatory upon
him to stop that evil and stop the oppressor and criminal to the
best of his ability.

6.

He also should give guidance and directions for those who
seek 1t from him. If someone cannot find a particular house,
road or person, it is obligatory upon him to guide him to that
house, road or person if he knows such things. This is all part
of the manners of sitting along the paths, such as in front of a
house, stores, coffee houses, gardens and public fairways.

Alldh’s Messenger sz stated:
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“Refrain from sitting in the pathways.” They said, “But we
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must do so. It is the places where we gather to sit and talk.”
The Prophet #% then said, “If you must do so, then give the
path its rights.” They said, “What are the rights of the path?”
He said, “Lowering the gaze, refraining from harming,
responding to the greetings, ordering the good and eradicating
the evil.” And in some of the narration, it also says, “and
guiding the one who is lost.”(4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

Also from the manners of a gathering is that one asks Allah 2=
for forgiveness upon the conclusion of the gathering. This is to
expiate for any type of mistake that took place during the
gathering. Whenever Allah’s Messenger # was about to get up
from a sitting or gathering, he would say:
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“Glory be to You, O Allah, and to You is the Praise. I bear
witness that none is worthy of worship except You. I seek
Your forgiveness and I repent to You.” When he was asked

about that, he stated that it was an expiation for what took
place during the sitting.(At-Tirmidhi)
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Part Nine
Etiquette Related to Eating and Drinking

A Muslim considers his food and drink as means to something
else. They are not a goal and pleasure in themselves. He eats and
drinks in order to keep his body healthy so that he may worship
Allah 5. This 1s the worship that will make him qualified for the
honor of the life and happiness of the Hereafter. He does not eat
and drink for the sake of eating and drinking and its desires.
Therefore, if he is not hungry, he does not eat. If he is not thirsty,
he does not drink. It 1s narrated that Allah’s Messenger 3z said:
oo gy i kT e
“We are a people who do not eat until we are hungry. And
if we eat, we do not eat to our fill.”!!]

Thereby, a Muslim must adhere to the manners of eating and
drinking that the Shari ‘ah has laid down. These include:

. I have not found who narrated this. Perhaps 1t is a statement of one of the
Compamions and not that of the Prophet 3. Allah knows best. [Hence, 1t
would have been best for the author to have deleted 1t until he could confirm
the statement —JZ ]
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Etiquette Before Eating

1. A Muslim should try to make his food and drink pure by
preparing them from the permissible, pure sources that are
free of any taint of the forbidden or doubtful.

Allah 2 has said:
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“O you who believe! (in the Oneness of Allah — Islamic

Monotheism)! Eat of the lawful, pure things that We have
provided you.” (2:172)

The pure things are the lawful things that are free from any filth
or being noxious.

2. The intention behind the person’s eating should be to
strengthen oneself for the purpose of worshipping Alldh and
to be rewarded for one’s eating and drinking. The
permissible act then becomes an act of worship that is
rewarded by Allah & due to the good intention.

3. The person should wash his hands before eating 1f they are
not clean or if he is not sure that they are clean.

4. The food should be placed on a spread on the floor and not
on a table. This makes the act more modest. Anas =, said:
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“Allah's Messenger % did not ecat upon a table or from a
platter.”(Al-Bukhart)

5. The person should sit to eat in a modest fashion. He should
rest on his knees and sit with the top of his feet on the
ground (and his body resting on the bottom of his feet). Or
he should put his right leg erect and sit upon his left leg, as
in the manner that Allah's Messenger 3= would sit. Allah’s
Messenger 3 said:
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m:;;ji
“I do not eat while reclining. Instead, I am a servant, so I eat
like a servant eats and I sit like a servant sits.”’(A/-Bukhari)

He should be satisfied by the food that is presented in front
of him and he should not find fault with it. If he likes it, he
should eat it. If he does not like it, he should leave 1t. This 1s
based on the statement of Abu Hurairah «:
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“Allah’s Messenger # never found fault with any food. If
he desired it, he would eat it. If he disliked it, he would
leave 1t.”(4[-Bukhari)

A person should eat along with others, either a guest, family
member, son or daughter or servant. This is based on this
Hadith:
s oS 5 AKUh e 1A
“Eat your food together, for you will thereby be blessed
n it."(Ahmad)
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Etiquette While Eating

1. The person should begin his eating by saying, “In the name
of Allah.”

Alldh’s Messenger # stated:
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“If any of you is about to eat, he should mention the name
of Allah. Ifhe forgets to mention the name of Allah at the

beginning, he should say, ‘In the name of Alldh over the
beginning and the ending.””(4bu Dawud)

2. He should end his meal with the praises of Allah.

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“If a person eats any food and then says, ‘Praise beto
Allah who fed me this and provided for me without any
strength or power on my part,’ all of his previous sins will
be forgiven.”(At-Tirmidhi)
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The person should eat with three fingers of his right hand. He
should take small portions and chew them well. He should eat
the food that is close to him and not take from the middle of
the plate. Allah’s Messenger # told Umar bin Salamah:

-
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“0 young man, mention the name of Allah, eat with your
right hand and eat from what is close to you.”(A/-Bukhdari
and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger 3z also said:
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“The blessings descend from the middle of the food. So eat
from the edges and do not eat from the middle.”(A4/-Tirmidhi)

4. A Muslim should chew his food well and he should lick the
plate before he wipes it with a napkin or washes it with
water. This is based on the Prophet’s statement:
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“When one of you eats, he should not wipe his fingers until
he licks them or has them licked.”(4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Jabir # stated that Allah’s Messenger # ordered the fingers and
plates be licked clean. He also said:
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“You do not know in which part of your food lies its
blessing.”(Muslim)

5. If aperson drops some food, he should remove the dirt from
it and eat it.
Allah’s Messenger # stated:
Jists N\ e [&L]m..J_; rraarg <’..1;h1 S LeE mn
otV Ges

“If a morsel of food falls from any of you, he should take it
and wipe it clean of any dirt and then eat it. He should not
leave it for the Satan.”(Muslim)

6. A Muslim should not blow over hot food: instead, he should
wait until it cools down. He also should not blow into a glass
of water while drinking from it. Instead, he should breathe
three times outside of the vessel. Anas 4 narrated that Allah’s
Messenger % would breathe three times while drinking (A4/7-
Bukhari and Muslim)

Abu Saeced ¢ narrated that Alldh’s Messenger 4% forbade
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blowing into a drink. (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

Ibn Abbas L¢—s & ., narrated that Allah’s Messenger 3
forbade breathing into a drinking vessel or blowing into 1t. (4r-
Tirmidhi)

7. A Muslim should avoid eating to his fill or overeating.
Allah’s Messenger 4 said:
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“A human does not fill any container worse than lns
stomach. It is enough for a human to have some morsels
to strengthen his back (keep his back straight). If he must
eat more, then it should be one-third of his stomach for
food, one-third for drink and one-third for breathing.”
(Ahmad)

8 Food and drink should be served first to the eldestin the
gathering, Then it should go to thoseon the right. Allah’s
Messenger # said:
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“(Begin with) the eldest, the eldest.”

That is, one should begin with the eldest at the gathering.
However, 4 asked permission of Ibn Abbas l.ws A o) to
pass a drink to the older people who wereon his left. Ibn
Abbas L 4 s>, was on his right and the older people were
on the Prophet s left. The fact that he asked permission of Ibn
Abbas s & >, shows that the one on the right should be
given first. Indeed, in another Hadith, Allah’s Messenger
said:
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“(Begin with) those on the right, and those on the further
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right.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)
Allah’s Messenger # also said:

(AT e 5 G
“The one who gives drink to the people should be the last
of them,” that is, the last of them to drink.” (4Amad)

9. A person should not begin to take food or drink if there is
someone else present who should go before him, such as an
older person or a virtuous person. This is considered impolite
behavior. The person may then be thought of as greedy. A
poct once said, “If the hands are stretched to the food, I will
not be the quickest among them as the greediest of the
people is the quickest among them.”

10. He should not burden his friend or companion by making
them tell him, “Eat.”” Instead, he should eat what he needs to
eat without shyness or trying to be shy. In that case, he
troubles his companion or guest and it may also be a type of
acting for show, which is forbidden.

11. He should be compassionate with his eating companion. He
should not try to eat more than him. This is especially true if
there is not much food. In that case, he may be eating the
food that someone else has a right to.

[2. He should not look at his companions while he is eating. He
should not watch them, such that they may become shy
because of him. Instead, he should lower his gaze to the food
that he 1s around him. He should not look at them as this
might harm them and may make them mad, in which case he
would be sinful.

13. He should not do anything that the others generally consider
gross behavior. He should not shake his hand off over the
plate. He also should not put his head close to the food such
that if something falls from his mouth, 1t will land in the
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14.

people’s food. Similarly, if he bit off a part of his bread, he
should not put the rest of that bread back into the food. He
also should not discuss disgusting things while eating. In that
way, he might harm one of his companions and 1t 1s
forbidden to harm a Muslim.

When he eats with poor people, he should give them
preference over himself. When he eats with his brethren and
friends, there should be friendliness and happiness. When he
eats with people of rank and respect, he should eat with the
proper manners and respect.
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Etiquette After Eating

1. The person should stop eating before he becomes full,
thereby following the example of Allah’s Messenger . This
will keep him from suffering debilitating indigestion and
gluttony that takes away one’s intelligent thinking.

2. The person should lick his hand and then wipe it or wash it.
It is best and preferred to wash it.

3. He should pick up whatever has fallen from his food while
eating, as he has been exhorted to do. This is an actof
thankfulness for one’s bounties.

4. He should floss between his teeth and rinse his mouth in
order to clean his mouth. This is because he uses his mouth
to remember Allah 3% and talk to his brothers. Furthermore,
cleaning the mouth will keep the teeth healthy.

5. He must praise Allah 35 after eating or drinking. If he drank
milk, he should say:

-
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“O Allah, bless us in what You have provided for us and
increase it for us.” (Abu Dawud)

-
]
-
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If he breaks his fast at a people’s place, he should say:
AP PR o (X RO ] S Shib
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“May the fasting break their fast with you, may the

pious eat your food and may the angels invoke blessings
for you.”(4bu Dawud)
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Part Ten
Etiquette Related to Hosting

A Muslim believes that it is obligatory to be generous to a guest
and to give him what he needs.

Allah’s Messenger # stated:
Gl 1 S AW p 25 AL g 06 G
“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should be
generous to his visiting guest.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger 4 also said:
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“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should be
generous to his guest. His Jaizah!!! (special gift) is one day
and night. He is to be entertained for three days. Whatever
is beyond that is an act of charity.”

Therefore, when it comes to hospitality, the Muslim adheres to
the following manners.

[1] [There is a difference of opinion concerning the meaning of this phrase.
The strongest meaning seems to be that the guest should be given the best
type of food on the first day and night and then after that he eats what the host
would usually eat. See Ahmad 1bn Hajr. Fath al-Bari bi Sharh Sahih Al-
Bukhari (Makkah: Maktab al-Tijariyah, 1993), vol. 12, p. 166. Furthermore,
that first day is considered one of the three days mentioned by the Prophet %
in this Hadith. Hence, the total is three days.—JZ]
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Etiquette Related to Hosting

1. A Muslim should only invite the pious and avoid the evil-
doers and wicked folk. Allah’s Messenger # said:

25 ) BGb 8L Y5 (layn ¥y Lol U

“Do not be a companion except to a believer and let only
the pious eat your food.” (4bu Dawud)

2. A Muslim should not just invite the rich to the exclusion
of the poor. Allah’s Messenger # said:

G 533 TV Gl X g fGh pRhN 5

“The worst food is the food of a feast in which the rich
were invited and not the poor.” (41-Bukhdri and Muslim)

3. A Muslim should not be inviting others for the sake of
show and boasting. Instead, he should do it in imitation of
Allah’s Messenger Muhammad # and the Prophets before
him, such as Allah’s Messenger Abraham ».J! «le; who
was known as “Abu al-Dhaifan (Father of the two
guests).” He also should have the intention to bring
happiness to the believers and spread joy and good
feelings in the hearts of the brothers.

4. He should not invite anyone he knows who will disrupt the
gathering or harm any of those present. This is in order to
avoid harming a Muslim, which is a forbidden act.



Ftiquette Related to Responding to an Invitation 132

Etiquette Related to Responding
to an Invitation

1. The invited guest should respond positively to the invitation
and only excuse himself if he has a real excuse. (He should,
for example, excuse himself) if he hears that some harm may
come to his religion or bodily person if he attends the
gathering. This etiquette is based on the Hadith:

T
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“If a person is invited, he should respond positively.”
(Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
CI - A S ~ 3 " i =
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“If 1T were invited to take part in ameal consisting of the

shoulder of a sheep, I would do so. If ] were presented a
foreshank as a present, [ would accept 1t.” (1]

2. The person invited should not discriminate between being
invited by a poor person or a rich person. Not responding
to the invitation from a poor person will break that poor
person’s heart. Furthermore, it is a kind of arrogance; and
arrogance 1s abominable. It is narrated that al-Hasan bin
Ali passed by a group of poor people who had spread out
some bread crumbs on the ground that they were eating
from. They said to him, “Welcome to the lunch, O son of
the daughter of Allah’s Messenger #." He replied:

g™ ’.; ?i?\ 5 ;..ff, Nl 51”
“Yes. Verily, Allah does not love the arrogant.”

So he got down from his mule and ate with them.

111 (With a slight difference in wording, this 1s recorded by Al-Bukhari—JZ7)
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3. The invited person also should not distinguish between an
invitation that 1s close by or one that is farther away. If he
has been given two invitations, he should respond to the
one he received first and apologize to the latter.

4. The invited person should attend the invitation even if he is
fasting. If the host would be pleased by his breaking his
fast, he should break his fast. This is because making the
heart of a believer happy is an act that takes one closer to
Alldh. Otherwise, the invited person should pray for what
is best for his host. Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“If one of you is invited, he should respond. If he is fasting,
he should pray for the person. If he is not fasting, he should
eat.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
(Fhalo ] 10555 8521 8 LS it
“Your brother has gone to trouble for you and you say, ‘I
am fasting’”? (Al-Bukhari)

5. The invited person should respond to the invitation with the
intention of honoring his brother Muslim so that he may
be rewarded for his act. This is based on this Hadith:

S e 5 = £ Al e 3 f;.f =5
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“Every action 1s but based on its intention and for every
one has what he intended.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The pious intention can turn a permissible act into an act of
obedience to Allah by which the believer is rewarded.
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Etiquette Related to the Gathering

The invited guest should not trouble or agitate his host by
making the host wait a long time for him. He also should
not come early and surprise the people before they are
ready for him. In both cases, he is harming his host.

The guest should not enter with prominence but, instead,
he should enter modestly. If the host points for him to sit
in a specific place, he should sit there and not leave it.

The host should bring the food quickly for the guest. This
is part of honoring or being generous to the guest. The
Shari‘ah has ordered that the guest be honored and treated
generously in the Hadith:

(s S 21 e 215 Al e O G0
“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should treat
his guest generously.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

The host should not move quickly to remove the food
before the people have removed their hands from the food
and all of them have finished eating.

The host should offer the guest what is sufficient for him.
To offer too little is impolite and bad manners. The same
is true for offering too much. Both of these extremes are
blameworthy.

If a person visits another person, he should not stay with
him for more than three days, unless the host insists that
he stays for a longer period. If the guest is going to leave,
he should take the host’s permission for leaving.

The host should accompany the guest until he leaves the
house. This was the practice of the Pious Forefathers of
Islam. This is part of being generous to one’s guest that 1s
ordered by Islamic Law.
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8. The guest should leave in a pleasant and happy state, even
if there were some shortcomings in the hosting. This
behavior is part of the good characters and manners by
which a person can reach the level of those who fast and
pray at night often.

9. A Muslim should have three beddings: one for himself,
one for his wife and a third for his guest. More than three
is prohibited. This is based on the Prophet’s statement:

QU1 B AT G285 sl A
“(There should be) bedding for the man, bedding for the

wife and bedding for the guest. The fourth bedding is for
Satan.” (Muslim)
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Part Eleven

Etiquette Related to Traveling

A Muslim views traveling as a necessary part of his life that he
cannot do without. The Hajj, Umrah, Jihad, seeking knowledge,
trade and visiting his brethren are either mandatory or obligatory
parts of his life. Therefore, he is bound to travel. For this reason,
the Shari‘ah has covered the aspects of traveling and 1its
etiquette. Such concern cannot be denied. A pious Muslim must
learn these etiquette and apply them in his life.

Rulings Concerning Traveling

1. The prayers that consist of four Rakats become two
Rakats only, while the Sunset Prayer remains at three
Rakats. This begins as soon as the person leaves the land
in which he lives until he returns to it. Unless he intends
to stay in the place he is traveling to for four or more
days. In that case, he performs the prayer in their regular
fashion while he is staying at that locale. Then when he
travels back to his home, during the time of actual
traveling, he shortens his prayers until he reaches his
home. This is based on Allah’s statement:
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“And when you (Muslims) travel in the land, there 1s no sin
for you if you shorten your prayer.” (4:101)

Anas 4 said:
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“We went with the Messenger of Allah 3 from Madililah to

Makkah and he prayed the four Rakat prayers in just two
Rakah until we returned to Madinah.” (An-Nasai’)
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2. It is allowed to wipe over the leather socks for three days and
nights while traveling. All < said:
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“Allah’s Messenger ¥ established for us the limils of three
days and nights for a traveler and one day and night for a

resident, that is, with respect to wiping (over the socks).”
(Muslim)

el

[t is permissible to make Tayammum ('] if water is not
available or if it is difficult to get or if it is too expensive.
Allah 2 has said:
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“If you are ill or on ajoumey or one of you comes after
answering the call of nature or you have been in (sexual)
contact with women and you find no water, then take for
yourselves clean earth and rub therewith your faces and
hands.” (4:43)

4. While traveling, a fasting person is allowed to break his fast.
Alldh 3 says:
APPSR ]
[VAS:5 ,2d1]

“If any of you isill or on a journey, the same number (of
days in which one has broken the fast should be made up)
from other days.” (2:184)

1
LEd

(Tavammum is the ritual cleaning when water is not available. It 1s
described in detail in Al-Sayyid Sabiq, Figh Al-Sunnah (Indianapolis:
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5.

While traveling, it is allowed to pray voluntary prayers while
riding on the back of an animal, regardless of the direction one
faces. Ibn Umar stated that Alldh’s Messenger % would pray
voluntary prayers in whatever direction his camel was facing,
(Al-Bukhdari and Muslim)

It is permissible to combine the Noon and Afternoon Prayers
or to combine the Sunset and Night Prayers at the time of the
earlier prayer if the traveling is taking place. For example,
the Noon and Afternoon Prayers are performed at the time of
the Noon Prayer. And the Sunset Prayer and the Night Prayer
are performed at the time of the Sunset Prayer. Or, one can
combine them together at the time of the later prayer. For
example, one can delay the Noon Prayer until the beginning
of the time of the Afternoon Prayer and then pray them
together. And one can delay the Sunset Prayer with the Night
Prayer at the time of the Night Prayer. This is based on the
statement of Muadh <!

“We traveled with Allah’s Messenger 4z for the Battle of
Tabook and he would pray the Noon and Afternoon

Prayers together as well as the Sunset and Night Prayers
together.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)
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Etiquette Related to Traveling

I. The person must first return to their rightful owners anything
he has taken wrongfully from anyone or anything that has
been left with him as a trust. This is because traveling has a
possibility of death to it.

2. The person must prepare his provisions from pure and legal
sources. Furthermore, he must leave those people that he is
financially responsible for, such as his wife, children or
parents, what they need to survive.

3. He must bid farewell to his family, brethren and close
friends. He should make the following supplication to those
he is saying good-bye to:
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“I entrust to Allah your religion, your trusts and your final
deeds.”

And they should say to him:
L5 S 2R 0] 36a 55 A R AR B35
“May Allah give you Tagwa (God-consciousness) as a

provision, forgive your sins and turn you to the direction of
good whatever direction you are directed.” (4/-Karaiti)

Allah’s Messenger # stated:
N B B ¥ e B R .
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“Lugman said, ‘If Allah is entrusted with something, He
preserves it.”” [1]

[1] Recorded by An-Nasai witha good chain. (This Hadith was not recorded
by An-Nasai in what is known as Sunan An-Nasai but he recorded it in Amal
Al-Yaum wa Al-Lailah. Al-Zubaidi has a lengthy discussion of this Hadith. It
seems that'simply as a statement of the Prophet 3 and not necessarily a quote
from Lugman, it is an authentic Hadith. It has been recorded in this fashion
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4. When the person travels he should do so in the company of
three or four people, after choosing them based on who is
best to travel with. It is said that traveling truly tests and
reveals the character of a person. In Arabic, it is called Safar
because it “reveals” (Yusfir) the character of a person.

Allah’s Messenger 4 has also said:
(235 E3815 gbls QLS5 Dlks LI

“One rider i1s adevil. Two riders are two devils. Three are
an (acceptable) riding party.” (4bu Dawud)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
iy g 2315 5 b AT 6 s 5 5 550 0 5
“If the people knew what I know about traveling alone, no
one would ride for a night alone.”(4/-bukhari and Muslim)

5. The travelers should chose one from their midst to be their
leader. He will make decisions for them based on
consultation with them. This practice is based on the Hadith,

aasf ekl A 3 B s 5
“If three people go out on a journey, they should choose
one of them to be their leader.”’(4bu Dawud)

6. Before the person travels, he should perform Salat al-
istakhara ') Allah’s Messenger 4 exhorted his followers to
perform this prayer and he used to teach them this prayer for
every matter like he taught them a chapter of the Qur’an. (A/-
Bukhari)

by Ahmad and graded Sahih by Ibn Hajr and Abdul Qadir Al-Arnaut. Al-
Albani has also included it in Sahih Al-Kalim al-Tavib. See Al-Armaut’s
footnotes to Ibn Taimiya, Al-Kalim, p. 74. Al-Albani, Sahih Al-Kalim. p.
91 .—JZ]

L' [This is the prayer of asking for guidance from Allah to ensure that the act
one is about to undertake is best for him in this life and the Hereafter— JZ]
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7. When the person leaves his house, he should state the
following supplicatioﬂ:
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“In the name of Alldh. I put my trust in Allah. Thcrc 1S NO
power or might exceptin Alldh. O Allah, I seek refuge 1n
You from going astray and being led astray, from
committing an error or being caused to commit an error
and from acting in ignorance or being acted against in
1gnorance.” (']

Upon riding (or commencing his riding), he should say:
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1] [In this passage, the author has combined together the supplications found
mn two different Hadirh. The first portion, before the words, “O Alldh, I seek
refuge...” is from Abu Dawud, An-Nasai, At-Tirmidhi and [bn Hibban.
According to Al-Arnaut, 1t is Sahih. Al-Albani also included it in Sahih Al-
Kalim al-Tayib. (See Al-Arnaut’s footnotes to Ibn Taimiya, A/-Kalim, p. 38:
Al-Albani, Sahih Al-Kalim, p. 45.) The second part of the statement 1s in a
Hadith recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasai and Ibn Majah, with
the additional words, “from acting unjustly or being acted against unjustly.”
Al-Arnaut says it chain is Sahih and Al-Albani has included 1t in Sahih al-
Kalim. (See Al-Amaut’s footmotes to Ibn Taimmya, A/-Kalim, p. 38; Al-
Albani, Sahih Al-Kalim, p. 45.y—I1Z]
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“In the name of Alldh and by Allah. And Allah isthe
greatest. I put my trust in Allah. There is no power or
might except in Allah, the Exalted, the Great. Whatever
Allah wills occurs and whatever He does not will does not
oceur. Glory be to the One who subjugated this for us, for
we could never have done it (by our efforts). And verily, to
our Lord we are returning. O Allah, I ask from You in this
journey of ours for piety and righteousness, and for deeds
that are pleasing to You. O Alldh, make our journey easy
for us and make the distance shortened for us. O Allah,
You are the Companion during travel and also the One
who is left behind (to guard) the family and wealth. O
Allah, T seek refuge in You from the hardship of travel,
distressful scenery and evil changes to the wealth, wife and
child.” (']

8. The person should travel on Thursday, early in the day.
Allah’s Messenger # prayed:
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(] [Recorded by Abu Dawud and it is Sahih. (Once again, the author has
combined together Hadith and he has not been careful about ascribing them to
their proper sources. It seems that the author simply took the text from Al-
Ghazali's Jhya Uloom al-Din without taking note of the proper narration. Al-
Iraqi has a lengthy note to this Hadith but he does not mention any narration
that begins with words, “In the name of Allah and by Allah. And Allah is the
greatest. [ put my trust in Allah. There is no power or might except in Alldh,
the Exalted, the Great. Whatever Allah wills occurs and whatever He does not
will does not occur.” Even Al-Tabarani, inhis voluminous Kitaab Al-Dua,
does not have such a narration. There are narration that mentions, “In the
name of Allih,” then, “All praise be to Allah,” followed by, *Glory be to the
One who subjugated this for us, for we could never have done it (by our
efforts). And verily. to our Lord we are returning.” These narration are found
in Abu Dawud. An-Nasai and At-Tirmidhi. This is Sahih, as pointed out by
bn Hajr and Al-Arnaut. (See al-Amaut’s notes to [bn Taimiya, Al-Kalim, p.
75) As for the remainder of the supplication mentioned above, this has been
recorded by Mushm, with a slightly different wording and ending with the
words. “wealth and family.” Alldh knows best— JZ]
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“O Allah, bless my Nation in its early hours.”

It is also narrated that Allah’s Messenger % would travel on
Thursdays.

9. The traveler should state the Takbeer (Alldh is greatest) at
every elevated location. Abu Hurairah « narrated:

A man said to Allah’s Messenger #, ‘I plan to travel, can you
please advise me?” He answered:
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“You must have fear of Allah and make the Takbeer at
every elevated location.” (At-Tirmidhi)

10. If the traveler fears any people, he should say:
Goandi i B 3385 3 i sl € 2l
“O Allah, we take You as a shield against them and we
seek refuge in You from their evil,” (4hmad)

As Allah’s Messenger % used to say.

11. The person should supplicate to Allah during his traveling.
He should ask for the good of this life and the Hereafter. He
should do so because the prayer of the traveler is responded
to. Allah’s Messenger (4) stated:
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“Three supplications are responded to without a doubt: the

supplication of the oppressed, the supplication of the
traveler and the supplication of the father for his son.”

[1] [This Hadith has been narrated by a number of recorders of Hadith,
ncluding Ahmad, An-Nasai, At-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah.
According to Al-Albani, it 1s sahih. See Al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami, vol. 1, p.
278—IJ7Z]
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(At-Tirmidhi)
[2. When the person stops at a place, he should say:
HJ:- e }.» e L &l ol ’.'L;;”_, bj}.i:}

“I seek refuge in Alldh’s complete word from the evil that
has been created.” (Muslim)

When night falls, he should say’:
A iy :,..wu;ftdi 2 ol 5 1508 o
fu ool 3l *Jwbjjiijﬁ_mgxu“’qﬂ:;g;

H_ldj v J.H_j s -._LLJ1 eSS L-._.JJJ.,G-J ':
“O earth, my Lord and your Lord is Allah. I seek refuge in
Allah from your evil, from the evil that 1s in you, from the
evil that is created in you, and from the evil of what walks
upon you. And I seek refuge in Allah from the evil of the
lion and the black serpent, and from the snake and
scorpion, and from the inhabitants of the locale and from

the begetter and that which is begotten.” (Muslim and
Ahmad)

13. If the traveler fears estrangement, he should say:
s5ally 21 S (5805 S S oA il Sl
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“Glory be to the Master, the Holy, Lord of the angels and

Spirit, exalted is the heavens by His Power and Greatpess.”
(At-Tabrani)

14. If the person sleeps early in the night, he should spread out
his arm. If the person sleeps late in the night, he should keep
his arm folded under him, with his head on his palm, in order
that he does not have a heavy sleep and misses the Fajr
Prayer in its proper time.
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15. When the traveler comes upon the city, he should say:
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“0O Allah, make it a resting place for us. Provide for us
from it permissible provisions. O Allah, I ask of You for
the good of this city and the good of what it contains. And

[ seek refuge in You from its evil and the evil of what it
contains.”

Allah’s Messenger % used to say that. ()

16. The traveler should try to return quickly to his family and
land as soon as he is finished with his need or business on
the trip.

This is because Allah’s Messenger # stated:
’{:: .-'n":-"""...ﬂ-:-‘ f”’.l’;‘;"-“.ﬂ' o 1’1!#' -‘:-"-
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“Traveling is a portion of torment. It keeps one of you
from his food, drink and sleep. If any of you is finished
with his need of traveling, he should return quickly to his
people (or family).”(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

17. When the person returns home, he should say, “Allah 1s
Greatest” three times and also say:

o e s R = o 1 #
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“(We are) returning, repenting, serving our Lord and

praising (Him).” This should be done because Allah’s
Messenger % had done this.(4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

(1) The author does not ascribe this statement to any collection of Hadith, This
translator has not been able to find this supplication in any book available to
him. Perhaps the closest are the Hadith (that seem to be weak) discussed in
Al-Hadaad, vol. 3, pp. 1305-1306. Allah knows best—I1Z
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18. The person should not return to his family at night.
Furthermore, he should send a messenger ahead to announce
his coming so he does not surprise them by his return. This is
part of the guidance of Allah’s Messenger #.

19. A woman may not travel a distance of a day and night unless
she has a Mahram (male relative within the prohibited
degrees of marriage or her husband) with her. This is
because Allah’s Messenger 4 said:

e g s o Y 1S g i S Y et W
“Tt is not permissible for a woman to go on a journey of a
day and night except in the presence of a Mahram.”

(Muslim)
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Part Twelve
Etiquette Related to Dressing

A Muslim sees that Allah & has ordered him to wear clothing in
the Verse:
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“0O Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing
your clean clothes) while praying and going round the

Ka‘ba, and eat and drink but waste not by extravagance.
Certainly, He (Allah) likes not the extravagant.” (7:31)

Clothing are also a bounty from Alldh 3%, as He says:
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“Q Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon

you to cover yourselves (screen your private parts) and as
an adornment. And the raiment of righteousness.” (7:26)

Another Verse states:
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“And Allidh has made for you out of that which He has created
shades, and has made for you places of refuge mn the
mountains, and has made for you garments to protect you

from the heat (and cold), and coats of mail to protect you from
your (mutual) violence.” (16:81)

Allah # also says:
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“And We taught him the making of metal coats of mail (for
battles), to protect you in fighting. Are you then grateful?”
(21:80)

Allah’s Messenger # also ordered such in his statement:
Woad N5 S e o 1BAGS 121 A S
“Eat, drink, dress and give in charity without extravagance
or arrogance.” (4/-Bukhart)

Therefore, Allah’s Messenger % made clear what type of clothing
is permissible and what is impermissible. He also showed what is
preferred to wear and what is disliked. Therefore, a Muslim should
adhere to the following etiquette with respect to dress:

1. A Muslim (male) should not wear silk at all, regardless of
whether it be on his clothing, headcovering or anything else.
This is because Allah’s Messenger 4 stated:

{aafﬁxjmrjuwnd,ufm s 5152

“Do not wear silk, for the one who wears it in this world
will not wear it in the Hereafter.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

On another occasion, Allah’s Messenger # held silk n his right
hand and gold in his left and said:

(L1 5355 e 3l pida O
“These are forbidden for the males of my Nation.” (4bu
Dawud)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
: 4 " - 22 = L L SESI—.
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“Wearing silk and gold have been forbidden for the males of
my Nation and permissible for its females.”(At-Tirmidhi)

2. The person’s gown, pants, head covering or cloak should not
be so long as to go below the ankles. This is because Allah’s
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Messenger # said:
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“What is below the ankles of the waist-cloth is in the Hell-
fire.” (Al-Bukhari)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“The one who lengthens the cloak, shirt and turban out of
pride will not be looked at (with approval) on the Day of
Resurrection.” (An-Nasai)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Allah does not look at the one who lowers his gown out of
arrogance.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

3. A Muslim should give preference to white clothing over
other colors of clothing, while he believes that every color 1s
permissible.

Allah’s Messenger % said,
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“Wear white clothing for it is purer and better. And shroud
your deceased in (white).” (An-Nas ‘ai)
Al-Bara bin Azib said:
“Allah’s Messenger % was of medium height. Verily, I saw

him wearing a red gown and [ have never seen anything
more beautiful than it.” (4/-Bukhdari)

It is also authentically reported that Allah’s Messenger # wore a
green gown and also wore a black turban.
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4. A Muslim woman should lower her garment until 1t covers
her feet. She should also lower her head covering from her
head such that it covers her neck and chest.

Allah 3% has said:
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“O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) all over
their bodies.” (33:59)

Allah also says:
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“(And tell the believing women to) draw their veils all over
their faces, necks and bosoms and not to reveal their
adornment except to their husbands, their fathers..”
(24:31)

‘Aisha Lee & >, stated, “May Allah have mercy on the women
of the Muhajireen (the women who migrated from Makkah to
Madinah). When Alldh revealed the Verse, ‘(And tell the
believing women to) draw their veils all over their faces, necks
and bosoms,” they tore apart their thick woolen garments and
wore them as head coverings.” Umm Salamah Lz 3 s>, also
stated, “When the Verse was revealed, ‘O Prophet! Tell your
wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to
draw their cloaks (veils) all over their bodies,’ the women of the
Ansar (the non-immigrant Muslim women of Madinah) went out
as if they had crows on their heads due to their garments
(covering their heads).”

5. A Muslim male should not wear a ring of gold. Allah’s
Messenger # said about gold and silk:



Etiguette Related to Dressing 151
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“These are forbidden for the males of my Nation.” (4bu
Dawud)

Alldh’s Messenger # also said:
el Aoy (B S e Ry 5 2 BT
“Wearing silk and gold have been forbidden for the males
of my Nation and permissible for its females.” (A4t-
Tirmidhi)
Alldh’s Messenger % saw a person wearing a gold ring and he
took it off his finger and threw it aside, saying:

# eooaE g s & 'q},,;, 5
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“One of you takes a burning coal of fire and puts it on his
hand.”

After Allah’s Messenger % left, it was said to the man, “Take
your ring and get some benefit from it.” He replied, “No, by
Alldh, 1T will never take it after Allah’s Messenger #& had thrown
it away.” (Muslim)

6. There is no harm in a Muslim male having a ring of silver or
engraving his name on it to use it as a type of engraving
stamp for his letters or books or as a kind of signature.
Allah’s Messenger # used to have aring of silver that had
engraved on it, “Muhammad, Messenger of Allah” and he
used to wear it on the little finger of his left hand. Anas %
stated, “The ring of Allah’s Messenger % was on this” and
he pointed to the little finger of his left hand. (Muslim)

7. A person should not completely wrap himself with a large
garment such that he has no way to get his hands out from
the garment. Alldh’s Messenger % has prohibited such a
manner of dress. Similarly, a person should not walk in one
shoe alone.
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Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“You should not walk in one shoe alone. Either walk
barefoot or wear both of them together.” (4/-Bukhari)

8. A Muslim man is not allowed to wear the dress of a Muslim
woman. Similarly, a Muslim woman is not allowed to wear
the dress of a Muslim man.

Allah’s Messenger 4 stated:
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“Allah curses the effeminate men and the masculine
women." (Al-Bukhari)

He # also said:
RS S P T P B A S T
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“Allah curses the man who wears women’s clothing and
the women who wears man’s clothing. He also curses the

men who 1mitate women and the women who imitate
men.” (A/-Bukhari)

9. When a person is putting on his shoes, he should begin with
the right. And when he is taking them off, he should take off
the left first. This is based on the Prophet’s statement:
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“If one of you is putting on his shoes, let him begin with
the right. And when he takes them off, he should begin
with the left.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

So the right is the first on to be put on and the last to be taken off.

10. When a person puts on any clothing, he should begin from
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the ri ght ‘Aisha Ly & >, stated:
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“Allah’s Messener 4 loved to begin with the right in all his
matters, in putting on his shoes, in combing his hair and in
purifying himself.” (Muslim)

11. Upon wearing a new gOWN Or any new clothing, the person
should say:
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“O Allah, to You is the Praise. You are the One Who
clothed me by it. I ask You for its good and the good of

what it was made for. And I seck refuge in You from its
evil and the evil of what it was made for.” (4bu Dawud)

12. A Muslim should pray for his brother Muslim when he sces
him wearing new clothes by saying,

( :;_lej Jj )
“May you wear it until it disintegrates and falls apart (that
is, for a long, blessed time).” (4/-Bukhari)

Allah’s Messenger 4% made that supplication when he saw Umm
Khalid = &' >, wearing new clothing. (47-Bukhari)
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Part Thirteen

Etiquette Related to the
Natural Acts of Cleanliness '

As a Muslim, the person must restrict his actions according to the
teachings of the Book of his Lord and the Sunnah of his Prophet 3.
[t is by the light of these two sources that he must live, All of the
affairs of his life are performed according to their guidance.
Allah @& has said in the Qur’an:
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“It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His

Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any
option in their decision.” (33:36)
Allah also says:
‘Ejf'”.is-.-"f el r A RS }ﬁ‘}"' e
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“Whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it; and
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain from.” (59:7)

Furthermore, Allah’s Messenger % said:
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“None of you truly believes until his desires are
subservient to what I have brought.” (%]

1] (There is a difference of opinion concerning the exact meaning of A/-Fitra,
translated here as, “natural acts of cleanliness,” Perhaps one of the best
interpretations is that these are the acts that have been passed on by all of the
Prophets to the point that it has become “natural” for mankind to follow
them —IJZ)

2] Al-Nawawi in the Forty Hadith. He said, “It is a Hasan sahth Hadith that we
have narrated in the book A/-Hujjah.” (It is not acceptable to ascribe a Hadith to
a work like al-Nawawi’s Forty Hadith. One must ascribe the Hadith to the
source works that contain the chains of the Hadith. This particular Hadith 1s
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Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Whoever performs a deed that isnot in accord with our

affair shall have it rejected.”(4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Therefore, A Muslim must adhere to the following etiquette with
respect to the natural acts of cleanliness that are confirmed from
Allah’s Messenger #. Allah’s Messenger 4 said.
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“Five acts are from the natural acts (of purity): shaving the
pubic hairs, circumcision, clipping the mustache, removing

the underarm hairs and trimming the nails.” (4/-Bukhari
and Muslim)

recorded by Tbn Abu Asim, al-Baghawi in Sharh al-Sunnah, al-Khateeb al-
Baghdadi in Tarikh Baghdad and others. Although it is a well-known Hadith,
due to it being in al-Nawawi's forty Hadith, it is a weak Hadith. For details
concerning the Hadith, see Fauzi Ibn Abdullah Ibn Muhammad, al-Adhwa al-
Samawiyah fi Takhreej Ahadeeth al-Arbaeen al-Nawawiya (Amman, Jordan: al-
Maktabah al-Islamiyah, 1413), pp. 224-225 —IJZ)
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Etiquette related to other Natural
Acts of Cleanliness

1. ~Concerning circumcision: It is the removal of the outer skin that
covers the male sexual organ. It is preferable for this to be done
on the seventh day after birth, since Allah’s Messenger 3=
circumecised both Hasan and Husain, the sons of Fatima and Al
e D =, on the seventh day. (4t-Tabarani)

There is no harm if the circumeision is delayed until just prior to
the age of puberty. It is narrated that Ibrahim circumcised
himself at the age of eighty. (4/-Bukhdr: and Muslim) It 1s also
narrated from Alldh’s Messenger % that when a man would
embrace Islam at his ‘hands, he would say, “Remove the hair
from the time of unbelief and get circumeised.” (4Amad)

2. Trimming the mustache: The Muslim should trim the hairs
of his mustache that fall beyond his lips. As for his beard, he
should leave it to grow fully until it covers his face. Allah’s
Messenger # stated:
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“Trim the mustache and allow the beard to grow fully. Be
different from the Magians.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger # also said:
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“Be different from the polytheists: trim the mustache and
leave the beard.” (4/-Bukhari and Muslim)

This means that the beard should be left to grow and become
large. Based on this, itis forbidden to shave it. The person also
must avoid al-Qaza’, wherein one shaves part of the head and
leaves the remainder unshaved. Ibn Umar < said:

( ‘_"':“ , = Al J||I 1 a8 - 11}1
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“Allah’s Messenger i forbade A/-Qaza'.” (Al-Bukhari and
Muslim)

Similarly, a Muslim must avoid dying his hair with a black dye. When
the father of Abu Bakr was brought to Allah’s Messenger #, on the
day of the conquest of Makkah, his hair was filled with gray hairs.

Allah’s Messenger # said:
i S 2as W 58 Lo

“Take him to one of his wives and change this, but avoid
black (coloring).” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Dying with henna or the Katam plant is permissible and good.

If a Muslim allows his hair to grow and does not cut it, he should
treat it properly by using o1l and parting it.

Allah’s Messenger = stated:
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“Whoever has (plenty of hair) should honor it (by treating
it properly).” (Abu Dawud)

4. The Muslim should pluck out the hairs from his armpit. If he
is not able to pluck them out, he should shave them or apply
limestone to remove them.,

Ln

Cutting the finger and toe nails: It is preferred to begin with
the right hand and then do the left hand, followed by the
right foot and then the left foot. This 1s because Allah’s
Messenger # loved to begin with the right in such matters.
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

A Muslim should perform all of these acts with the intention of
following the example of Allah’s Messenger 2. In this way, he will
get the reward of following the example of Alldh’s Messenger 3 and
living according to his Sunnah. For, venily, every act is according to
its intention and for everyone is what he intended.
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Part Fourteen

Etiquette Related to Sleeping

A Muslim views sleep as a great blessing that Allah 3% has
bestowed on His servants, in light of the Verse:
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“It is out of His Mercy that He has put for you night and
day that you might rest therein (during the night) and that

you may seek of His bounty (during the day), and in order
that you may be grateful.” (28:73)

Allah & also says:
[4: 1] 0SS5 3
“And (We) have made your sleep as a thing for rest.” (78:9)

Resting during the hours of the night after working and moving
about during the day helps refresh the body and allows it to
revive itself such that it can fulfill its responsibilities for which
Allih 2 has created it. Therefore, every Muslim must give
thanks for this blessing. He should also adhere to the following
etiquette related to his sleep:

1. He should not delay going to sleep after the Night Prayer
unless there is some necessity to do so, such as studying
knowledge, discussing with a guest or having companionship
with his family. Abu Barzah narrated that Allah’s Messenger
4 disliked sleeping before the Night Prayer and talking
afterwards. (A/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

2. The person should do his best to make sure he is in a state of
ablution when he goes to sleep. Alldh’s Messenger  told
Al-Bara bin Azib
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“When you come to your bed, make ablution, the same
ablution as the ablution for prayer.” (A/-Bukhdri and
Muslim)

3. A Muslim should begin sleeping on his right side and lay on
his right side. There is no harm if he changes to his left side

afterwards. Allah’s Messenger # said to Al-Bara «:
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“When you come to your bed, make ablution, the same
ablution as the ablution for prayer. Then lie down on your
right side.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

He # also said:
(g Ao alb 3Ty dhai i Eagf By

“When you go to your bed while in a state of purity, lie
down on your right side.” (4bu Dawud)

4. The person should not sleep while lying on his stomach,
neither during the daytime or nighttime. It has been narrated
that Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“It is the way of lying down (sleeping) of the People of the
Fire.” (Ibn Majah)

In another Hadith, he stated:
e s5e e Gt ¥ T )

“It is a way of lying down that is not loved by Allah.”(/bn
Majah)

5. The person should recite any of the following words of
remembrance of Allah % and supplications:

A. He should say:
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“Glory be to Alléh, all praises be to Allah and Allah is the
Greatest,” thirty three times each. Then he should say:

-~

(IR PR T AR RIS R e ';upﬁu
“There is no one worthy of worship except Allah, the One,
Who has no partner. To Him is the Dominion and the
Praise. And He has power over all things.”

This is based on the Hadith in which Ali and Fatimah .4+ 2 2
had asked Alldh's Messenger # for a servant to help them i the
house and he told them:

“Shall T not show you something that is better than what
you have asked for? When you go to your beds, glonfy
Alldh thirty-three times, praise Him thirty-three times, and
extol His greatness thirty-four times. This is better for the
two of you than a servant.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

B. The person should recite Surah Al-Fatiha and the first few
Verses of Surah Al-Bagara, until the ending of the fifth
Verse.!! He should also recite the Verse of the Throne
(2:255) (as per Hadith — Al-bukhari) and the last Verses of
Surah Al-Bagara, from Verse number 284 to the end (as per
Hadith — Al-Bukhdari and Musiim) Exhortation to recite
these are found in some narration.

C. The last statement he should make is the following
supplication recorded from Allah’s Messenger (32).
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(1) [This author has not been able to find support for either of these practices
in any of the books he has checked. Allih knows best—IZ]
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“In Your name, my Lord, I have laid on my side and 1n Your
name, 1 raise it. O Allah, if You take and keep my soul,
forgive it. And if You send it back (to this body), guard 1t as
You guard the pious of Your servants. O Allah, I have
submitted myself to You and have entrusted my affairs to
You and have committed. by back to You. Iseek Your
forgiveness and T repent to You. I have believed in the
book that You revealed and in Your Messenger that You
have sent.() Forgive me for my earlier and later deeds,
what I have done secretly and in open, and for the sins that
You are more knowledgeable of than I. You are the
Prceeder and the One who comes Afterward. There is none
worthy of worship but You. O my Lord, protect me from
Your punishment on the day You resurrect Your servants.”
(Al-Bukhari, Muslim and Abu Dawud)

D. If the person wakes from his sleep during the night, he
should say:
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(1) [This is a different Hadith than the previously referred to Hadith. This
second portion is close but not exactly the correct wording as found in Safih
Al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim and numerous other works. The correct wording
may be found in Muhammad Muhsin Khan, trans., Summarized Sahih . 41-
Bukhari (Riyadh: Maktaba Dar al-Salaam, 1994), p. 973.—JZ]




ttiquette Related to Sleeping 162

“There is none worthy of worship except Allah, the One,
without any partner. For Him is the dominion and for Him
is the Praise. He has power over all things. Glory be to
Allah. All praise be to Allah. There is none worthy of
worship except Allah. Allah is the greatest. There isno
power or might except in Allah.”

Then he should make any supplication he wishes, as such a
supplication will be responded to. (In the above referred to
Hadith,) Allah’s Messenger # said: “Whoever wakes up during
the night and says upon wakening, ‘(The above mentioned
words,)’ and then supplicates, it will be responded to.”(Al-
Bukhari)

If he gets up, makes ablution and prays, his prayer is accepted.
Or he says:
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“There is none worthy of worship except You. Glory be to
You. O Allah, forgive my sins. I ask You for Your mercy.
O Allah, increase my knowledge and do not allow my heart

to stray after You have guided me. And grant me mercy
from Yourself. Verily, You are the Bestower.”

6. During the morning time, he should make the following
supplications:

a. When he wakes up and before he gets up from his bed, he
should say:
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“Praise be to Alldh who gave us life after our death. And to
Him is the resurrection.”(Al-Bukhdri)

b. The person should look towards the sky and recite the last
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ten Verses of Surah Ali-Imran, if he is getting up to pray the
late night prayer. Ibn Abbas 4 stated: “I spent the night n
my maternal aunt Maimuna’s house, the wife of Allah’s
Messenger #%.He (%) got up after one half of the night or a
little before or a little after. He woke up and wiped the sleep
from his face with his hand. Then he recited the last ten
Verses of Surah Al-‘Imran. Then he got up and went to a
hanging water skin and made ablution from it— an excellent
ablution. Then he stood and prayed.” (4/-Bukhari and
Muslim)

c. The person should say the following four times:

“Q Allah, I have reached the morning by Your praise. [ call
upon You, the bearers of Your Throne, Your angels and all
of Your creation to bear witness that You are Allah, there
is none worthy of worship except You and Muhammad 1s
Your servant and Your Messenger.”

Alldh’s Messenger # said: “If a person says that once, Allédh will
release one-fourth of him from the Fire. If he says it three times,
Allah will release three-fourths of him from the Fire. And if he
says it four times, Allah will release him from the Fire.” (4bu
Dawud)

d. When he puts his foot on his doorstep while .leaving his
house, he should say:
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“In the name of Allah. I put my trust in Allah. There 1s no
power or might except in Allah.”

Allah’s I\de’ssengcr 4 said: “If the servant says that, it will be
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said to him, ‘You have been guided and sufficed.””(4/-Tirmidhi)

e. -As he leaves his doorstep, he should say:
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“O Allah, T seek refuge in You from going astray and being
led astray, from committing an error or being caused to

commit an error and from acting in ignorance or being
acted against in ignorance.” (4bu Dawud)

in
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This is based on Umm Salama’s statement, “The Messenger of
Alldh # never left my house except that he would look towards
the sky and say:

“O Allah, I seek refuge in You from going astray and being
led astray...”
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